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NEW JERSEY STATE 


To present you with the most complete accounting of the 
activities of the State Highway Department, this final 
report of 1961 is dated December 31 rather than December 11. 
Thus it contains about six weeks' material instead of the 


usual four weeks!', 


NJOOT RESEARCH LIBRARY 


NI 
WK 
356 
a 
wy 
Dec 
| Abi 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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https://archive.org/details/njshd-monthly- 1961-12-31 


Chester Ferry 


Following a series of meetings with Mr. Louis Kapelski, President 

of the Delaware River Ferry Company, and members of the Pennsylvania 
State Highway Department including Park.Martin, Secretary of Highways, 
and Attorney General David Stahl, an agreement was reached whereby 
the Chester Ferry would continue in operation into 1963 under 

subsidy from both states. The State of New Jersey has a -strong 
interest in the continued operation of the ferry as a vital 


transportation facility. 


It is the intention to effectuate a plan under which the Ferry 
Company would be reimbursed for all operating losses, (ex depreciation) 
not in excess of $100,000 during 1962. The basic assumption is 
that reimbursement for operating losses would be shared equally 
by the states. Details on this will be worked out at a meeting 


on January 3rd. 


The operation of the Chester Ferry is a responsibility in which 
New Jersey is prepared to share equally with Pennsylvania, pending 
such time as the Delaware River Port Authority can assume it. The 
subsidy payments to offset operating losses would continue in all 
probability until the 1963 session of the Pennsylvania Legislature 
is able to act concurrently with New Jersey in passing emabling 
legislation. In the meantime Pennsylvania's share will be paid to 
New Jersey via assumption of New Jersey obligations to the Penn- 


Jersey study... 
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Pavement Heating 


An opportunity has been afforded to observe the experimental 
pavement heating installation at the Passaic River Bridge approaches 
under enolic tions on two occasions during the past month and 

the results were favorable each time. During the first snowfall 
when a depth of two to three inches was recorded the heated pavement 
melted the flakes upon contact. On the second occasion when seven 
inches were recorded a slight slush was noticed. It remains to 

be seen how well the installation will function under severe con- 
ditions of extremely cold weather and high winds. Results to date 


are most encouraging. 
Letter on Gratuities 


or the eighth straight year the Department sent out letters to 
all persons with whom we do business acquainting them with our 
policy of not accepting presents or gratuities of any type at 
Christmas or at other times. Letters were also distributed to 
all employees. Copies of Standard Operating Procedure AD=-25, 
"Acceptance of Gifts, Entertainment, Meals, etc." was also sent 


out. 


Rotary Island Soil Tests 


Samplings of the soil on Rotary Island in the Delaware River at 


* 


Trenton were taken to determine its suitability as a possible source 
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Rotary Island Soil Tests, cont'd, 


for borrow fill for use in highway construction. As the area 
around Trenton becomes more urbanized such sources become more 


and more difficult to locate within an economic hauling distance. 


The unique feature of the samplings was the method of transporting 
boring equipment to the island. The use of our regular barge was 
not possible due to the shallowness of the river so a helicopter : 


from Mercer Field was employed to lift all equipment to the island. 


Should the island be employed as a source of borrow in the future, 
its elimination would provide additional channel space which engineers 


believe would reduce flood hazards in this area of the Delaware River. 


- Northeastern New Jersey Transportation Study 


Our people together with Karl E. Metzger, of Rutgers University 

and Chairman of the Middlesex County Board of Freeholders, are 
checking the ten New Jersey counties of Bergen, Hudson, Essex, 
Morris, Passaic, Union, Somerset, Middlesex, Mercer and Monmouth 

to determine whether they will participate in the cost of this 
comprehensive study. To date all but Hudson and Essex have verbally 
signified their willingness to enter into such agreement. The cost 
will be divided on the basis of 2/3 to be borne by the Federal 
Government, 2/9 by the State and 1/9 by the counties. Under the_ 


agreement the counties would not be required to pay beyond the 
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Northeastern New Jersey Transportation Study, cont'd. 


third year. Revisions are now being made in the agreement to 
coordinate planning in Northeastern New Jersey with the Tri- 


state Agency. 
H & M and World Trade Center 


Governor-elect Hughes named the Commissioner to represent him in 
continuing discussions with New York State re purchase of the 

H & M and construction of the World's Trade Center by the Port 
Authority. A meeting was held on December 28 with Governor 
Rockefeller's representative, Mr. Ronan. Mr. Stephen Wiley, 


personal counsel to the Governor, shared in the conference. 


South Jersey Rapid Transit 


A series of meetings were held during the past month with public 
officials, consultants and the Delaware River Port Authority 
officials on the proposed rapid transit system in South Jersey. 
basa ey ener that recommendations will be ready for the 


Governor's consideration by January 8th. 


Regional Plan Association Address 


On November 29, 1961, the Commissioner together with others, 
including H. Bruce Palmer, President, Mutual Benefit Insurance 
Company; David Yunich, President, Bamberger's; Karl Metzger, ¥ 
. Chairman, N.J. Tri-State Transportation Committee, addressed the 


North Jersey Conference of the Regional Plan Association in Newark 
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Regional Plan Association Address, contd. 


on "The Impending Breakthrough in Transportation." Both highway 
and rail transportation were discussed from the present as well 
as projected standpoints as developed under your administration. 
The attendance was large and our remarks received wide attention 


from the press. A copy of this address is included. 
Construction 


As of December construction continues at a record pace with 66 
projects currently under way at a contract price of $126,561,000. 
Between November 15, 1961 and December 31, 1961 bids were received 
on 15 new projects totaling $18,)28,000. The largest single project 
calls for grading, paving and bridges on Interstate Route 80 in 
Paterson and East Paterson at a bid price of $5,163,398. A close 
second also on Route 80 was a similar project in Lodi, Rochelle 
Park and Saddle Brook in the amount of $5,119,937. The importance 
of bridges of all types in modern highway construction is emphasized 
by the fact that li) such structures are presently under construction 
at a cost of $19,630,000. Plans and specifications are currently 


being prepared for 31 additional bridges. 


As we look toward the future, it appears that by the end of the 
current fiscal year projects of all types totaling more than 


$200,000,000 will be under way. 
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Children's Christmas Par ty 


Following the usual custom a pwrty for the youngsters (one to eight 
years) of our Highway fanilies was held in the cafeteria on December 
19. Approximately 350 childrm were there to receive presents from 
Santa Claus and be entertained by professional talent in a wide 
variety of well-known feature acts. If we add to the youngsters the 
parents who accompanied them, a total of approximately 1,000 persons 
attended. Incidentally, we never hear anything more about office 


Christmas parties which were so popular a few years ago. 


Decentralized Maintenance & Operations 


On December 11, the Division of Maintenance & Operations was de- 
centralized and set up on the basis of four districts as follows: 
1. Metropolitan (Hdqtrs. in Newark) 
2. Northern (Hdqtrs. in Netcong) 
3. Central (Hdgtrs. in Trenton) 


lh. Southern (Hdqtrs. in Cherry Hill Twp.) 


Each district will handle normal functions of the Division within 

its territorial limits, including maintenance of roads and bridges, 
electrical installations and signs. Drawbridge operation will remain 
under ths direct control of the central office of the Electrical 


Bureau. 


The decentralization of the Division of Maintenance & Operations is 
the result of long study. Itis anticipated that the District Set-up 
will permit more efficient operation in all phases of maintenance work 


while reducing certain costs attendant to centralized operations. 
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Winter Driving Instructions 


As mentioned in last month's report, the folder "Are You Ready 

For Winter Driving" has received wide distribution with more than 
1,000,000 copies in circulation. In addition the contents have 
been reproduced in numerous trade journals, house organs and news=- 
papers so that thousands of added drivers have been advised. This 
program, coupled with our snow meetings held last year with munici- 


palities, should produce tangible beneficial results. 
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MEETINGS 


In addition to the routine staff and other meetings, the following 


are a few of the conferences and meetings held during the month: 


Nove 15 = Met with Assemblyman Beadleston and Commissioner 


Nov. 16 = 


Nov. 


20 - 


Adams re Raritan Arsenal. 


Col. Needles of the consulting firm of Howard, Needles, 
Tammen and Bergendorf presented the analysis of the 
studies they have made on the potentialities of the 


Newark Airport. 


Discussed with Messrs. Gerald Driscoll and Leo Welch 
of the Motor Vehicle Division's Bureau of Traffic 
safety their proposal for large overhead "Welcome 
to New Jersey" signs at principal points of entry. 


Our sign engineer, Mr. Watson, attended the meeting. 


Spoke before the annual meeting of the State Chamber 
of Commerce explaining the transportation situation 
in New Jersey from both the highway and mass transit 


standpoints. 


This was the first of a series of meetings at Chester 


with Mr. Louis Kapelski, President of the Delaware River 


Ferry Company, aimed at forestalling the announced 
termination of operations of the Chester-Bridgeport 


ferry on December l. 
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MEETINGS, cont'd. 


Nov. 20 ~ Assemblyman Elmer Matthews dropped in to discuss 
details of Route 280 (Essex East-West Freeway) and 


other highway matters in Essex County. 


Nov. 22 = Met with Mr. Earl Moore, President of the CRR of NJ 


re Shore Line schedules and commuter problems. 


Nov. 27 = The Morris County Freeholders came down to endeavor 
to obtain a larger share of State funds for the 
construction of the Howard Boulevard bridge, a 
Federal Aid Secondary project. Since the State is 
presently contributing more than 25 per cent the 


request was denied. 


Discussed with Commissioner Adams a proposed bridge 


over the Bay Head-Manasquan Canal. 


Nov. 29 = Addressed the North Jersey Conference of the Regional 
Plan Association in Newark on "The Impending Breakthrough 


in Transportation". (Copy of address in this report) 
Nov. 30 = Met with Senator Ridolfi on Mercer County highway matters. 


Commissioner Alampi discussed our weather service to 
determine to what extent this information could be 


furnished to his Department on an emergency basis | 
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MEETINGS, cont'd. 


Nov. 30 = until the Rutgers service becomes available in February. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


ee 


5 - 


6 - 


To 


Arrangements have been made to cooperate on this basis. 
Cabinet Meeting. 


Met with Gil Wood of the Railroad Trainmen to discuss 


possible appointees in the Railroad Division. 


Senator Harper stopped in to review highway matters 
in Sussex County, particularly Route 15 and Main Street, 


Newton. 
Budget hearing at State House. 


Attended the annual luncheon of the Associated 
Contractors of New Jersey with the Governor. 
Details of the South Jersey Rapid Transit’ plan were:,. 


reviewed with Louis Klauder, consultant. This was 


preliminary to our meeting with Mayor Pierce. 


Together with staff members we met with Mayor Pierce 
re rapid transit and later at luncheon with Mayors 
Sharpe of Haddonfield, Rohrer of Haddon Township, and 


Armitage of Collingswood. 
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MEETINGS, cont'd. 


Dec. ll 2 


Dec. 12 ~ 


Dec. 1) = 


Dec. 18 = 


Dec. 19 — 


Essex County matters were discussed with Mr. John 


Kervick. 


Attended Governor's meeting on the Delaware Basin 
and highways with Senator Weber and a delegation from 


Cumberland County. 
Attended meeting of Tri-State Agency. 


Reviewed transportation matters with Messrs. Holker and 


Feinberg representing the greater Camden area. 


Vice-President Walter Patchell of the P.R.R. met on 


transportation matters. 
Governor's office. 


At the invitation of Mr. Paul Stillman we addressed a 
group of 75 leaders in the fields of business, industry 


and government at the Essex Club. 


Met with Senator O'Mara concerning the giving up of 


P.R.R. service at Exchange Place. 


Luncheon with Govermmor and Metropolitan Regional Council 
representatives re S-226 a bill "permitting" counties 
and municipalities to jointly enter into agreements’ with 
out-of-state counties and municipalities to establish 


regional or area advisory boards. 
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MEETINGS, cont'd. 


Dec. 19 = Cabinet Meeting 


Dec. 20 = Met with Senator Bruce Wallace re Delaware River Port 


Dece 


Dece 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


21 - 


22 = 


26 - 


27 = 


28 - 


Authority matters. 


Messrs. Kochman and NeftF met with us on the results 


at Newark Airport. Both were high in their praise. 


Another meeting with Louis Kapelski on the Chester 


Ferry. 
Governor's TV program in New York. 
Washington, D. C. 


Together with staff members, we met with Park Martin, 
Pennsylvania Secretary of Highways, and the Pennsylvania 
Attorney General to work out final details re bi-state 


subsidy of ferry operating losses. 


Met with Mr. Donald Luce of Public Service re variety 


of matters of common interest. 
Tri-State Agency meeting. 


Together with Mr. Wiley we met in New York with Mr. Ronan 


re H & M and World Trade Center. 
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MEETINGS, .cont'd. 


Dec. 29 = Arranged a meeting on the rapid transit proposal at 
which Herbert Harper of Public Service Transportation, 
members and officials of the Delaware River Port 
Authority, the Pennsylvania Railroad and the con- 
sultants were in attendance. The subject again was 


rapid transit and progress is being made. 


Dec. 30 = The proceedings of the 29th were reviewed with Governor- 
elect Hughes and Mr. Wiley and a memorandum of interpretations 


of the results of the meeting was prepared. 
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‘ BIDS RECHIVED 


Nov. 


Nove 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nove 


Nov. 


15 - 


15 - 


15 - 


16 - 


21 - 


22 = 


2) = 


Route U. Se 1&9 
Paving and Curb Construction 
Newark and Elizabeth, Essex & Union Counties. 


Central Construction Company, Clark. 


Glassboro State College 
Grading and Paving of Parking Area 
Glassboro, Gloucester County. 


Rudolf Meckel & Son, Vineland 


Route 33 - Widening and Resurfacing 
New Shrewsbury and Wall Township 
Monmouth County. 


Fred McDowell, inc., Neptune 


Route 206 
Widening, Resurfacing, Creeper Lanes 
Andover and Byram Township, Sussex County. 


Sappah Construction COe, Montvale 


Lincoln Street Bridge over Passaic River 
Paterson, W. Paterson & Totowa 
Passaic County. 


Public Contracting Company, Blackwood 


Interstate Route 80 

Grading - Paving - Bridges 

Saddle Brook and Rochelle Park Townships, 
Lodi, Bergen County. 


Poirier & McLane Corp., New York City. 


Route U. S. 206 
Hillsborough Township and Somerville 
Somerset County. 


L. Zimmerman & Sons, Hillside 


$39,189.00 


3h, 301.28 


256,112.45 


360,7h0.25 


318,738.75 


5,119,937 54 


139,128.21 
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BIDS RECEIVED , contd. 


Nov. 


Nove 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


29 = 


2) - 


30 ~ 


13 = 


hive 


Route 3 - Hackensack River Superstructure. 
Secaucus, Hudson County 
E. Rutherford, Bergen County. 


Phoenix Bridge Company, Phoenixville, Pa. 


Route 2h - Resurfacing 
Union and Maplewood Townships, Irvington 
Union and Essex Counties. 


Robert Bossert & COs, Newark 


Interstate Route 80 

Grading - Paving - Bridges - Walls 
Paterson and East Paterson 
Passaic and Bergen Counties. 


P.T. & Le Construction Co., Paramus 


Interstate Route 80 = Demolition 
Mill Street to State Street 
Demolition of Buildings 
Paterson, Passaic County 


V. Ottilio & Sons, Paterson 


Route 206 

Channelization at Ross! Corner and 
Pavement Widening 

Frankford Township, Sussex County 


Delve Contracting Cosy Morris Plains 


Route )2 

Jughandle and Widening 

Greentree Road to Whitman Drive 
Washington Township, Gloucester County 


Bancheri Construction Co., Hammonton 


Route U.S. ow 

Safety Construction - Creeper lane and 
12-foot fast lane 

South of underpass at Palisades Int. Pkwy. 
Grading-Paving and Drainage 

Alpine, Bergen County 


Samuel Braens’ Sons, Hawthorne 
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BIDS RECEIVED, contd. 


Dec. 20 = 


Route 295 

Copley Road to vicinity of Kresson Road 
Barrington, Lawnside, Tavistock & Delaware Twp. 
Camden County 

Grading = Paving - Bridges 


Public Constructors, Inc., Blackwood 4, 013,089.39 


Total contracts received $16 ,642,778.45 


ec ereeh 

“t to ehatete of beet yalrot 
ob tonwal, «fotact'ris 

tla) ambs 2) 

enavas © 2OLDND 

ne Bat dul 


CONTRACTS AWARDED 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


21 - 


21 = 


21 = 


21 ~ 


2l = 


Route U.S. 22 
Widening, Resurfacing, Jughandle 
Bridgewater Township, Somerset County 


L. Zimmerman & Sons, Hillside 


Interstate Route 80 


Hackensack River Bridge Superstructure 
Deck, Railing and Incidental Work 
Hackensack and Ridgefield Park Township 
Bergen County. 


Cayuga Construction Corpe, New York City. 


Route U.S. 322 

Widening, Resurfacing and Drainage 
Williamstown to Cecil 

Monroe Township, Gloucester County. 


South Jersey Construction Coe, Riverside 


Glassboro State College 
Grading and Paving of Parking Area 
Glassboro, Gloucester County. 


Rudolf Meckel & Son, Vineland 


Route U. S. 206 
Widening, Resurfacing, Creeper Lanes 
Andover & Byram Township, Sussex County. 


Sappah Construction COs, Montvale 


Route 2 (Springfield Avenue) 
Union and Maplewood Townships and Irvington 
Union and Essex Counties. 


Robert Bossert & COo, Newark 


Route U. S. 206 

Intersection Revisions at Manville Road and 
Bridge Street 

Hillsborough Township and Somerville 
Somerset County. 


L. Zimmerman & Sons, Hillside 
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CONTRACTS AWARDED, contd. 


Paving and Curb Construction 
Newark and Elizabeth, Essex & Union Counties. 


Winans Contracting Co., Linden $39,245.50 


Dec. 1h = Route 3 = Hackensack River Superstructure 
Secaucus, Hudson County. 
East Rutherford, Bergen County. 


Dec. 13 = Route U. Se 1 & 9 
Phoenix Bridge Company, Phoenixville, Pa. 2, 382,970.00 | 


Dec. 15 = Route 33 - Widening & Resurfacing | 
New Shrewsbury’ and Wal Township 
Monmouth County. 


Fred McDowell, Inc., Neptune 256,1h1.45 


Dec. 19 = Lincoln Street Bridge over Passaic River 
Paterson, W. Paterson & Totowa 
Passaic County. 


Public Contracting Company, Blackwood 318,738.75 


Dec. 21 - Route 2 - Jughandle and Widening 
Greentree Road to Whitman Drive 
Washington Township, Gloucester County. 
Bancheri Construction Co., Hammonton 86,869.91 


Dec. 21 = Route 206 
Channelization at Ross'Corner and Pavement 
Widening 
Frankford Township, Sussex County. 


Delve Contracting Co., Morris Plains 28 , 216.87 


Dec. 22 = Interstate Route 80 
Grading - Paving - Bridges 
Saddle Brook and Rochelle Park Townships, 
Lodi, Bergen County. 


Poirier & McLane Corporation, New York City. 5,119 937.54 
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CONTRACTS AWARDED, contd. 


Dec. 22 = Interstate Route 80 - Demolition of 
Buildings 
Mill Street to State Street 
Paterson, Passaic County. 
V. Ottilio & Sons, Paterson $61,400.00 


Dec. 27 = Interstate Route 80 
Grading ~- Paving - Bridges - Walls 
Paterson and East Paterson 
Passaic and Bergen Counties. 


P. T. & L. Construction Co., Params 5 463,398.10 


Dec. 29 - Interstate Route 295 
Barrington, Lawnside, Tavistock and 
Delaware Township, Camden County. 


Public Constructors, Inc., Blackwood 013,089.39 
Total Contracts Awarded = $21,770,793 77 
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BIDS TO BE RECEIVED 


1962 


January = Route 35 | 
Widening - Resurfacing - Dualization 
Brielle and Wall Township 
Monmouth County. 


January )} = Route 21 Freeway 
Sign Support Structures 
Clifton, Passaic County. 


January lle Route U. S. 9W - Relocation - Re-Adv. 
Grading - Paving - Drainage 
Alpine, Bergen County. 


Santa Claus visits the State Highway building to pass out presents at the annual Children's Christmas 
Party. One of the 300 youngsters has a brief word with Saint Nick as he receives his gift. 
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Helicopter picks up engine of boring rig for deposit on Rotary Island in the 
Delaware River at Trenton preliminary to taking soil samples to determine 
suitability for possible use as borrow fill for highway construction. 
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Peewee re PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASES 


Trenton, Nod», Jan. 3 - The Directors of the Delaware River Ferry Company 
today agreed to continue operation of the Chester-Bridgeport ferry, on the 
present basis, throughout 19652, dependent upon the passage of satisfactory 
legislation by the State of New Jersey permitting a subsidy program. The 
Directors, at an informal meeting with New Jersey officials, indicated the 
legislation which will be sponsored by State Senator Thomas F, Connery of 
Gloucester County was satisfactory. The overall plan calls for subsidy 
payments, shared equally by Pennsylvania and New Jersey, to offset operating 
losses and keep the Ferry Company in business until legislation by both States 
directs the Delaware River Port Authority, as of early 1963, to acquire and 


operate the ferry. 


Members of the firm's Board of Directors attending the meeting included 
Mr. Leon Cherksey, Mr. E. P. Spruance, Mr. R. M. Naylor and Mr. Louis 


Kapelski. Its General Counsel, Mr. J. H. Ward Hinkson, was also present. 


Senator Connery, Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer, Atty. General 
David D. Furman and State Highway Engineer Otto H. Fritzsche were present for 


New Jersey. 
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i REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 


State of New Jersey 
STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


OWIGHT R. G. PALMER, COMMISSIONER 
TRENTON 28 


December 20th 
1 9 6 1 


Dear Employee: 


Attached is a letter sent today to all persons doing 
business with the New Jersey Highway Department which 
was felt might be of interest to you. 
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1M REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 


State nf New Jersey 
STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


OWIGHT R. G. PALMER, COMMISSIONER 
TRENTON 28 


December 20th 
19 61 


To All Corporations, Companies, Businesses, Partnerships, etc. 


In spite of the fact that all concerned have over the years 
been alerted to the Highway Department's policy in respect 
to gratuities in any form or shape, either at this season 
of the year or any other time, I again wish to remind you 
of our firm policy. 


We are engaged in the expenditure of Federal and State funds 
and it is our responsibility to ensure that no influence, of 
any character, diverts our people from executing their duties 
strictly on the basis of complete protection for the interests 
we serve. 


We request and require that under no circumstances, now or in 
the future, you extend any form of gratuity, entertainment or 
anything else of material benefit to any of our people. 


Attached is a copy of our Operating Procedure AD-25, which we 
feel certain you will find of interest, 


Thank you and enjoy a good Holiday Season. 
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O P KE R va "AG I N Cs ADMINISTRATION 
PROCEDURE nine 


AD~25 


Subject Date Issued 


ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS, ENTERTAINMENT, MEALS, ETC. November 17, 1958 


Supersedes Approvals Distribution 
REISSUE AND SUPPLEMENT TO ALL TO ALL 
PRIOR ORDERS, DIRECTIVES & MEMORANDA | Comm. D.R.G,. Palmer| SUPERVISORY PERSO 


Related Procedure Forms Required 
NONE NONE 
PURPOSE: To set forth Departmental policy regarding the tender 


of Gifts, Entertainment, Meals, Etc. 


POLICY s 1. Departmental employees shall not, under any 
circumstances, accept Gifts, Meals, Gratuities, 
Entertainment or favors from persons, agencies, or 
firms who have done, are doing, or desire to do 
business with the Highway Department; or from 
individuals, representatives, firms, partnerships, 
companies or associations promoting the use of their 
products or services. 


2. Such gratuities as may be received from persons, 
agencies, firms or others, shall be returned to the 
donor with full explanation of the Department's policy. 
in such matters. 


3. It is the declared policy of the Department that no 
employees shall be under obligation to individuals, 
firms or businesses, or representatives of anyone with 
whom the Department has, does, or may do business, nor 
shall any employee, group or organization affiliated 
with the Department solicit contractors, suppliers, or 
consultants to participate in dinners or group gatherings 
or accept gratuities or funds in any form or for any 
purpose from them. 


lh. There may be certain occasions such as Association 
gatherings when an individual or a number of employees 
may be invited as guests and where their attendance 
would be in furtherance of the Department's interest. 
In such instances, permission to attend may only be 
authorized by the Commissioner, his Executive Assistant, 
or the State Highway Engineer; the names of such approved 
attendees and the occasion to be a memorandum of record 
filed with the Commissioner's Executive Assistant. 
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2 (Acceptance of Gifts, etc.) 
November 17, 1958 


Failure to conform to the aforementioned policy and 
to this procedure may result in the filing of charges, 


with consequent penalty, against anyone not complying 
with this directive. 


This procedure consolidates, conforms and supersedes 
the various directives and memoranda issued over a 
period of years, 
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THE 
IMPENDING 
BREAKTHROUGH 


IN 


TRANSPORTATION 


An Address By 

Dwight R. G. Palmer, Commissioner 

New Jersey State Highway Department 
Before The 

North Jersey Conference _ 

Regional Plan Association — 

Newark, New Jersey 


Novenber'20, 196f-0 es 


R. CHAIRMAN and all of you Members and Guests 

of the Association: It is indeed a pleasure to find 

myself here this morning participating to some de- 
gree in the activities of this gathering which is intent upon 
helping to straighten out some of our metropolitan trans- 
portation problems. I am sure that this conference will prove 
significant and rewarding. 


“‘The Impending Breakthrough in Transportation’’—What does 
this signify to the residents of this vast metropolitan region? 
What does it mean? 


In the purely physical sense as applied to rubber tire trans- 
portation it means that weare at last on the verge of bringing 
into reality many of the modern superhighways that North 
Jersey has sought in vain for decades. The opportunity to 
complete a network of express highways across and around 
this region and open it to the traffic and commerce of our 
State and of our Nation ina few short years is within our 


grasp. 


It is also within our power to retain the great workhorse of 
mass transit which has for generations played a truly effec- 
tive role in the movement of people and goods on which de- 
pends this region’s very existence. 


Let me be very clear on one point: When | say these modern 
highways are ‘‘within our grasp’’ or that a revival of mass 
transit is ‘within our power,’’ I mean now — not manana. It 
is no longer a question of ‘‘can we do it’’ or even one of 


‘thow can we do it,’’ but simply a question of ‘‘will we do 
{Cer 


As for the highways, they are being built now and will be 
completed, that is, the Interstate Defense Routes. As to the 
50-50 highways and 100% State, the real question is “‘ 
we do them in time?’’ Here is where a group such as yours 


will 


in close contact with local officials and possessing an in- 
dependent voice with which to communicate with the public, 
can perform a very real service. 


Three years ago, I described the network of Interstate Routes 
which are being built in New Jersey with 90-10 Federal Aid. 
When the Federal Government made this assistance available 
in 1956, the State Highway Department was faced with the 
most massive and complex planning problem in its history 
even though studies for the urban routes had been initiated 
as early as 1953. You are, I am sure, qualified to understand 
the difficulties inherent inthe location, design and construc- 
tion of a brand new, billion-dollar highway system. 


Not the least of our problems was the decision of where to 
start and what priorities to place on the various routes. AS 
you may know, long stretches have been constructed of the 
Interstate System in the sparsely populated rural areas of 
some of our Western States. Here in New Jersey we took the 
opposite approach. We decided to develop our new Interstate 
Routes first where they were needed most — in the metro- 
politan area around Camden and here in the highly urban 
region of North Jersey. 


In making this decision, the Highway Department deliberately 


Z 


chose to make the first years the most difficult of the State’s 
17-year Interstate construction program. Jt was recognized 
right at the start that it would take longer to build urban sec- 
tions of highways than the rural sections. Construction of 
eight or ten lanes takes longer than construction of four. 
Only so much money a year is available, and every mile built 
in North Jersey costs many times more than the national 
average for Interstate construction. The normal time lag be- 
tween authorization and construction is more apt to be length- 
ened, as a matter of fact has, by the local opposition and at 
times by our representatives in Washington, for reasons best 


ct 


known to themselves depending of the ‘tyear and the time of 


the year.’’ We have had an adequacy of such activities. 


But despite the difficulties, the Interstate construction pro- 
gram in this State has been planned and coordinated so that 
all of the new, major routes in North Jersey could be open to 
traffic in 1965-66. These routes include Interstate 80 and 
Interstate 95 from the George Washington Bridge past Netcong 
to the west and to a connection with the New Jersey Tum- 
pike going south; Interstate 78 from the Turnpike Extension 
at Newark past Pluckemin to the west; all of Interstate 280 
from Newark’ to Interstate 80 near East Hanover; and Inter- 
state 287 from Route U.S. 1] near Metuchen past a connection 
with Interstate 80 in Morris County. In other words, a net- 
work of ultra-modern express routes can be superimposed on 
the map of North Jersey in about four more years. 


Notice I said ‘‘can be’’ not ‘‘will be.’’ Only part of what I 
have described is certain. Interstate 80 is now. under con- 
struction through Bergen County and will be completed into 
Paterson in 1963 at a cost of more than $100 million. Years 
of painstaking effort and many, many consultations with local 
officials have cleared its path so that no difficulty is ex- 
pected in linking up from Paterson west to the section now 
open to traffic between Denville and Netcong. The same is 
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true of Interstate 287, as far as construction in Middlesex 
and Somerset Counties is concerned. 


But serious difficulties, mainly in the area of public under- 
standing, menace the future of Interstate 287 to the north, 
through Morristown. The same sort of ‘‘political’’ rather than 
engineering difficulties have delayed construction of Inter- 
state 78 through Essex and Union Counties for years and 
also threaten to toss our timing for Interstate 280, the Essex 
East-West Freeway, into the ‘tashcan’’. All these routes that 
thousands, even hundreds of thousands of riders have been 
crying for for ages get ‘‘treatment’’ from the ‘‘experts’’, some 
with an axe to grind, others sincere but often lacking in 
knowledge of highway and urban planning. In the end intel- 
ligent judgments will prevail but its like climbing up a hill 
with a heavy load on your back — in most cases a thankless 
job. 

The Highway Department feels, very strongly, that the 
North Jersey metropolitan region must have these new routes 
at the earliest possible moment. We are convinced that al- 
most everyone in North Jersey wants them. Our locations 
and designs have been developed by some of the best en- 
gineers and have been coordinated with local plans at every 
possible point of contact. We have the resources, financial 
and technical, needed to complete this portion of our over- 
all tasks. Personally, my associates and | in the Highway 
Department feel confident that the difficulties now facing us 
with regard to the precise path of Interstate 287 contiguous 
to Washington’s Headquarters and Interstate 78 near Wee- 
quahic Park, and with regard to whether Interstate 280 in 
West Orange will be a highway or a bomb shelter at a pre- 
mium of some 12,000,000 or more dollars, will be overcome— 
eventually — as similar problems have been solved in the 
past. Again we must point out that these highways were bad- 
ly needed ages ago and to wait for ‘‘eventually’’ may cost 
North Jersey more than it can afford. Each day of delay adds 
to the cost to our communities. You know as well as I, that 
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what hurts any part of a region as compact and inter-depen- 
dent as this one hurts all of it. 


A ‘‘breakthrough’’ in highway transportation is coming. The 
realization of many of the region’s transportation dreams is 
due four years from now. Whether that painstakingly planned 
schedule is kept depends to a large extent on those it will 
benefit most — the people of North Jersey. 


The same can be said of mass transit. The commuter rail- 
roads serving North Jersey are essential in any comprehensive 
transportation scheme. Three years ago they were about to 
‘‘pive up the ghost’’. Four years from now they can be back 
‘‘on their feet.’’ 


The Highway Department’s Division of Railroad Transpor- 
tation will shortly issue a report to the Governor and the 
Legislature outlining the steps necessary to accomplish this 
transformation. Without going into too many details, I can 
tell you it proposes consolidation and connection of existing 
railroad facilities together with modernization of plant and 
equipment. The program is designed to provide more efficient 
service together with more economical operation. None of 
the proposals present major engineering difficulties. None 
envisage disproportionate cost. 


As a matter of fact, prior to August of 1958 we were content 
in the Highway Department to concern ourselves with efforts 
to provide safe and adequate capacity on our highways for 
autos, buses and trucks. In making our forecasts of future 
travel, we always assumed that the railroads would continue 
to operate, thus sharing the burden of carrying the peak period 
journey to work travel of our citizens, as well as pinch- 
hitting during storm periods. 


The significance of the Transportation Act Passed by Congress 


in August, 1958 was soon demonstrated when the courts con- 
firmed the intent of this Act and permitted the New York 
Central Railroad to terminate its interstate ferry service thus 
diverting the great majority of its patrons to the highways. 
Soon thereafter the Lackawanna Railroad posted notices inall 
its cars that it would end all of its electrified suburban ser- 
vice and other railroads petitioned to remove passenger trains 
or raise fares, or both. Most of the events of this period are 
familiar to this audience — the events that resulted in estab- 
lishing a Division of Railroad Transportation in the Highway 
Department. 


This action was understandable to the railroad commuter 
who recognized that his only alternative to continued use of 
rails was to resort to the highways in his auto or in a bus; 
it was also understandable to the interstate auto and bus 
commuters as they fought congestion and contemplated the 
resulting conditions ifall rail passengers, consisting of some 
quarter of a million trips per day, were to be added to the 
already overloaded highways. 


The first ‘‘breakthrough’’ was the recognition by interested 
citizens that they could not ‘‘turn their backs’’ on the plight 
of the rail commuter carriers. Without this understanding on 
the part of a good percentage of the public our program to 
improve transportation could end in failure. 


In 1960 the Legislature acted resolutely in passing the Rail- 
road Passenger Service Act authorizing subsidies to the 
railroads to maintain the status quo while plans for improve- 
ments were being developed. And here let me give you the 
Funk & Wagnalls’ meaning of this word ‘‘subsidy’”’ and I 
quote: ‘‘a government grant toa private enterprise considered 
of benefit to the public.’’ When we advanced the service con- 
tracts we were the first to call it a ‘‘stop-gap’’ program — an 
expedient to be pursued for a period of three to five years. 
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It is now in its second year and it is serving its purpose. We 
can see the necessity forits continuance for at least another 
year. 


Bringing about real improvements in service will be the next 
‘‘breakthrough’’ in our program. This has advanced from a 
‘“‘possibility on the horizon’’ to a ‘‘realization at hand’’, 
Last June the Commuter Benefit Tax was enacted and funds 
are now flowing to the State collected from New York resi- 
dents working in New Jersey. Under the procedure spelled 
out in the law, this money will be handed to New York next 
April andtax moneys collected by New York from our citizens 
working there will be returned to New Jersey. We should, ac- 
cording to the experts, gain thirty or forty million dollars 
annually from this tax if all goes well. 


With regard to legal aspects, our drafters of the law believe 
it will survive constitutional court tests — based on nearly 
a year of research and it should be noted that no suchsuit 
has yet been filed. 


The alternative to a court test would require changing the 
New York tax law, which would upset arrangements now in 
effect with a number of other States — causing other States 
in turn to revise their laws. Although we believe New York 
would be reluctant to take such action at this time, should 
it do so, the result would be that New Jersey could at least 
keep the taxes collected from New Yorkers working here — a 
total of possibly ten million dollars a year or more. 


The projects that are expected to receive priority in the use 
of the Commuter tax were announced more than a year ago. 
First, however, the $11,650,000 that will have been expended 
in service contracts by June 30th of 1962 must be returned 
to the State Highway Department. Then physical connections 
and improvements will be made to route the Jersey Central 
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service from Cranford to Newark utilizing the Lehigh Valley 
trackage. Also, the service on the North Jersey Coast will 
be consolidated under Pennsylvania Railroad operation and 
routed through Newark to Penn Station, Manhattan. It might 
not be amiss to mention that the Central Railroad, the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad and our Transit Division have joined to- 
gether in a contract with Ford, Bacon and Davis, engineering 
consultants, to develop further details with respect to certain 
changes and consolidations of service operated by these 
carriers. 


Also, this past summer the Erie-Lackawanna and our Rail- 
road Division jointly retained the Engineering firm of Gibbs 
and Hill Inc., to carry out specific assignments. This con- 
sultant is developing the economics of electrification exten- 
sions, conversion of power toahigh voltage commercial fre- 
quency system, rail connections for more efficient operation 
and how best to coordinate service with the H & M. The pos- 
sibility of gaining federal funds under the special provisions 
of the Housing Act of 1961 for service demonstration projects 
utilizing certain little used routes serving Bergen County is 
also being investigated. 


Progress is being made on the years’ old plan to remove the 
Erie tracks from the main street of Passaic by improving a 
connection to the Boonton Line in the Paterson-Clifton area. 
Another route change that has desirable objectives lies in 
making a connection from the Boonton Line to the Greenwood 
Lake Branch in Wayne, New Jersey and routing the Boonton 
Service from this connection over the Branch to Hoboken. 
With electrification extensions the next step would be to 
connect the Montclair line to the Greenwood Lake Branch in 
Montclair. This would complete an electrified loop to Den- 
ville and offer improved flexibility in use of equipment. The 
economic advantages resulting from electrifying the former 
Erie Main Line to Suffern are also being determined. 
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Out of the joint studies has developed ticket interchange- 
ability on the several routes operated by the merged railroad. 
Effective December 1st commuters will have more flexibility 
in choice of routes without added costs as the railroad will 
honor tickets not only to stations to which sold but to any 
other stations in the suburban territory where the fare is the 
same or less. This plan will be available to holders of monthly 
commutation, weekly commutation, 10-trip and 30-day round 
trip tickets. 


At this point it would be well to note that a pre-requisite to 
the projects concerning the Jersey Central and Pennsylvania 
Railroads is the ‘‘face-lifting’’ required on the H & M. You 
are familiar with the stalemate that has developed in the 
legislative action required of the States of New York and 
New Jersey to authorize the Port Authority to acquire and 
rehabilitate this line. You are also conscious of the Tri- 
State Transportation Committee as established by the Gover- 
nors of Connecticut, New Jersey and New York and the direc- 
tive calling for action in the work of the Committee. The 
Committee is determined to resolve this stalemate andwe feel 
confident that progress will soon be made toward asolution, 
opening the door to proceeding with the remainder of our 
improvement program. 


On all three major roads plans are under development for 
consolidating some stations to locations with better access 
and ample parking. In some of the faster growing suburban 
areas, additional stations are needed. All new or relocated 
stations will be designed to permit later conversion to turn- 
stile or other controlled entrance. Also, a study is underway 
to convert to a zone ticket system to simplify fare structures 
and collecting practices. In mass transportation, as in most 
other industries, the key to economic survival lies in reducing 
operating costs. I predict that it will be ‘‘breakthroughs’’ of 
this type that will in the end do more toward giving our com- 


9 


muters an adequate rail transit system than will some of the 
notions and concepts re: monorails, air cushion vehicles and 
others. We would much rather — as a matter of fact we intend 
— to pursue the rehabilitation of what we have, rather than 
‘‘chase pink butterflies’’ to the tune of hundreds of millions 
of the taxpayers’ dollars with no absolute guarantee that rail 
patronage will again be what it was. Also, why dissipate the 
securities held by institutions, banks, insurance companies 
and trusts by cutting off what we have and then, as some far 
westem communities are having to do, buy back rapid transit 
facilities at many times their original cost. 


Whereas a short time age we considered maintaining the 
status quo weno longercan be content with less than realizing 
both the improvements that we have outlined and those that 
we have under development. We are now in the transition 
from preventing rail service from going ‘‘down the drain,’’ to 
accomplish the changes that are designed to permit the es- 
sential service to operate without subsidv. If we fail, the 
alternative may be public or quasi-public ownership of all 
forms cf mass transit and here | want to pay a well deserved 
compliment to the railroads now under contract for service 
maintenance. In the face of substantial losses, those car- 
riers have cooperated with us, worked with us, ‘‘sweated 
it out’’ and evidenced a substantial measure of conscious- 
ness for the public welfare. 


Looking for a moment beyond the suburban service part of 
the over-all railroad problem, the States alone cannot extri- 
cate the Eastern carriers from their financial plight —a plight 
that we believe results more from the loss of freight profits 
than from the amount of the passenger deficits. A review of 
the statistics makes this clear. For instance, in 1949 the 
rail carriers that are now participating in the contract program 
had system freight net revenues of $154,000,000 and system 
passenger deficits of $86,000,000 resulting in net gain for 
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the combined service of approximately $68,000,000. The 
passenger deficits were 56% of the freight income. In 1959 
the freight earnings had dropped over 50 million and the pas- 
senger deficit declined about 21 million. This resulted in 
reducing the combined net to $37,000,000 and although the 
passenger deficit had been substantially reduced, the per- 
centage of passenger deficit to freight income increased to 
about 65%. In 1960 the situation worsened and the $54 million 
combined passenger deficit of these roads — the lowest in 
14 years — exceeded earnings from freight operations, re- 
sulting in a small net over-all operating loss. The first half 
of 1961 was financially the poorest half year for Eastern 
District railroads since the depression years of the early 
thirties. To demonstrate the seriousness of their situation 
on October 25, 1961, the Eastern District Railroads made 
detailed presentations to a specially convened session of 
the Governors of all States in the Region. These presentations 
gave emphasis tothe contention that federal policies in effect 
in recent years actually discriminate against the railroads. 
This was not news to us. In policy statements made by the 
State of New Jersey in 1959 pertaining to the suburban pas- 
senger problem, we said New Jersey recognized that it was 
a discriminating public policy at the federal level that was 
largely responsible for the economic plight of the railroads. 
We pointed out that the railroads still operated under regula- 
tions legislated before the turn of the century when they had 
a virtual monoply on transportation. We stressed that while 
keeping regulations clamped on railroads, the public had 
allowed hundreds of millions of its tax dollars to be spent 
to the direct benefit of the railroads’ principal competitors. 


The only significant action taken by federal agencies in rec- 
ognizing these inequities concemms a recommendation made 
by the I.C.C. A few days before Congress adjourned, the 
I.C.C. recommended that federal subsidies to passenger 
carrying railroads be paid in amounts corresponding to their 
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expenses for maintenance of way and structures solely re- 
lated to passenger service, plus additional amounts to match 
assistance now being rendered rail carriers by state and mu- 
nicipal governments. This recommendation is a step toward 
equal treatment of transport media. 


In transportation the American people have adopted the auto- 
mobile as their favorite vehicle of transportation. The demand 
for added and improved highways is a natural consequence. 
As each segment of the interstate system now being con- 
structed to satisfy this demand is completed, many segments 
of our society will benefit while competing forms of trans- 
portation will be adversely affected. It appears that here in 
the Eastern Region the competition between rail and rubber 
will be intensified in the years ahead. This points up the 
need to determine if the users of our highways are paying 
their share of highway costs. The Illinois Road Tests recent- 
ly completed by the Bureau of Public Roads with all State 
Highway Departments participating is expected to provide 
conclusive findings in this regard. 


We have not overlooked the fact that next to the automobile 
the motorbus provides for the bulk of travel within New Jer- 
sey and interstate trips to metropolitan areas in adjoining 
states. The bus companies have felt the same financial ef- 
fects of automobile competition as have the rails, and the 
economics of the common carrier bus operations — particular- 
ly those of the smaller companies and companies with only 
intrastate franchises — have ceased to be profitable. 


The situation was sufficiently serious to cause investigation 
of the bus industry by a Legislative Commission created 
pursuant to a Senate Resolution in 1958. The Commission 
reported in the spring of 1961 and recommended first that 
the gross receipts tax be reduced from 5% to 3%. Legislation 
effecting this tax relief has passed both houses and is now 
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before the Governor for his action. We have recommended 
that this bill be executed in order to give some immediate 
assistance to this very essential segment of the municipalities 
served and the State’s Public Transportation network. 


In short, the aforementioned program is based on the prac- 
tical realities of life. It promises nothing which cannot be 
put into effect in fairly short order. 


Here, again the major need is for public understanding of the 
task which faces us. The public must realize that no plan 
for reviving mass transit can succeed unless all existing 
means of crossing the Hudson River and for intrastate travel 
are used to the best advantage. This means there is no es- 
cape from the need for modernizing the Hudson & Manhattan 
Railroad and operating it in the most efficient manner pos- 
sible. Many students of the transportation situation in North 
Jersey have pointed out in the past that this is a natural 
responsibility of the Port of New York Authority. With this 
argument we fully agree. 


Therefore no time should be lost in adopting the necessary 
legislation in New Jersey and New York. The stakes are too 
high for further delay. Otherwise the transit breakthrough 
will continue to be ‘‘impending’’, much in the manner of a 
heavy cloud which hovers alluringly in the hot summer sky 
but never produces rain. 


By now, the idea that rails and rubber must work together 
if any area is to have really good transportation is common- 
place. The new highway facilities and the revitalized transit 
facilities which are now only a short space from reality will 
give the North Jersey Region a tremendous ‘‘breakthrough’’ 
in terms of an adequate and well-coordinated transportation 
system. 
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But they are only physical things, the product of the time 
and effort of skilled and resourceful planners and ‘‘doers’’. 
The tangible highway or railroad is only the end result of 
the teamwork of many persons striving toward a common goal. 


Such teamwork over a period of time produces more than de- 
tailed plans for new highways and railroads, parks and low- 
rent housing. It produces new concepts which may, in the 
long run, be even more valuable. The very name of your As- 
sociation, if properly and effectively carried out, can gain 
even greater prominence along the eastem seaboard. We can- 
not afford to think in terms of political or geographical boun- 
daries; instead we must concentrate onthe requirements of 
regions bound together by common population characteristics 
and economic needs. 


The concept that adequate highways and railroads are both 
necessary toa region’s continued social and economic growth 
is not new. But something new was done when the Division 
of Railroad Transportation was established as a part of the 
Highway Department, giving life to the theory that the De- 
partment was responsible for far more than mere construction 
of roads. Further development in the same direction is in- 
evitable. 


Planning for the future is one of the continuing duties of the 
present. Development of the proposed Transportation Study 
of Northem New Jersey and its coordination with the efforts 
of the newly-created Tri-State Transportation Committee do 
reflect new attempts to put this concept to practical use — 
and on a regional basis as has been done in the Philadelphia 
— Camden area. 


These moves even by themselves demonstrate breakthroughs 
in the handling of our basic problems of future development. 
What this will mean in terms of the transportation facilities 
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provided for our children and our children’s children, time 
alone can tell — but affords the hope that ‘‘the good life’’ 
we all seek will be even better for them. 


This I give you as our concept of the efforts, all interdepen- 
dent, needed to untangle and facilitate the progress of our 
State. 
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Bureau of Public Information 
NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
1035 Parkway Avenue 


Trenton, New Jersey 


Pew OR PUBLIC INEORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
XMAS PARTY 


Trenton, Dec. 22 = Santa Claus made a pre-Christmas visit to a group 
of between 300 and 00 children and grandchildren of New Jersey 
State Highway Department employees Wednesday afternoon at the 
Highway Department headquarters here for the eighth consecutive 


year, 


The event was the annual Christmas Party of the Department which has 
been personally sponsored by Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer 


each year since he took over management of the Department in 195. 


The children, whose ages ranged from one to eight years, were treated 
to a show featuring Margie the Magical Clown and Zippy the Chimpanzee, 
prior to the arrival of Santa and his distribution of individual gifts, 


candy canes, balloons and gift—filled stockings to all kiddies present. 
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Mee OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
ROUTE U.S. SW - RE-ADV. 
Berzen County 


Trenton, Dec, 21 = The New Jersey State Highway Department today invited qualified 
construction firms to again submit bids January 11 on a contract for improving 


safety on a 2,000~foot slope of Route 9W in Alpine Borough, Bergen County. 


All the bids submitted at the first public session, held in the Departrent's 
Trenton headquarters December 14, were rejected because they exceeded the 


Department's cost estimate. 


The contract calls for reconstructing a 1,000-foot portion of Route 9W along a 
more gradual downhill curve, and converting the highway's uphill shoulder to a 


creeper lane for truck traffic. 


According to a Highway Department spokesman, the present two-lane highway presents 
hazards to downhill and uphill traffic on the slope which starts just south of 


the Palisades Interstate Parkway overpass. 


All bids for the State-financed project, expected to be completed within 50 working 


days, will be reviewed before the contract is awarded. 
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eee OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY ee eee 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
Ned. ROUTE 50 - COMPLETION 
Cedar Swamp Creek Bridge 
Cape May County 


Trenton, Dec. 22 = The New Jersey State Highway Department announced 
the Cedar Swamp Bridge on Route 50 in Upper Township, Cape May County, 


will be opened this afternoon, 


A Department spokesman said the detour around the new bridge will be 
discontinued as soon as the barricades are removed. He said the use 
of a detour, normally contrary to the Department's policy, could not 


be avoided for this project. 


Starting this afternoon motorists driving on Route 50 will have a modern 
prestressed concrete bridge to carry them across Cedar Swamp Creek. The 
bridge's new deck, 160 feet long and 0 feet wide, is bordered by safety 
walks and balustrades. It replaced a timber trestle structure built 


39 years agoe 


Other work done under the $160,000 contract included resurfacing the 
highway with bituminous concrete about a quarter=mile from each end of 


the new bridge, and rebuilding the shoulders, 
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wires OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 295 - BIDS 
CAMDEN COUNTY, 


Trenton, Dec. 20 «= Public Constructors, Inc., of Blackwood, today submitted the 
low bid of $),013,089,39 on a New Jersey State Highway Department contract for 


constructing a 3,l-mile section of Interstate Route 295 in Camden County. 


The new section of non-stop superhighway will extend from Copley Road in 


Barrington northerly to Haddonfield-Kresson Road in Delaware Township. 


Copley Road, near Route 30, is the northern boundary of a completed section of 
Route 295 that extends southward 3,1 miles to an interchange with Interstate 


Route 80S, and the Route 2 Freeway. 


Total costs so far for the 9.5 miles of Interstate highway system encircling 
the Camden area comes to nearly $19 million. Another $10 million has been set 
aside in the 1961-62 program for constructing Route 295 north to Route 73 


near Fellowship. The new work will be paid for out of this 1961-62 money. 


Other bidders were: F.A. Canuso & Sons, Philadelphia, $,261,814.93; S. J. 
Groves & Sons Co., Woodbridge, $4,50),689.513; Poirier & McLane Corp., New York 


City, $h,512,32h.08; The Forest Cos, Mechanicsburg, $4,773,679.90. 
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eee OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE MONDAY P.M. ts 1961 
DECEMBER 18 ROUTE 21 FREEWAY — ADV. 


Route 3 Interchange 

Clifton, Passaic County 
Trenton, Dec, 18 ~ The New Jersey State Highway Department will receive bids 
January ); for erecting standards for large overhead directional Signs at the 


new Route 21 Freeway-Route 3 interchange in Clifton, Passaic County» 


Erection of the Signs will constitute the last step in replacing temporary 
Signs that have been guiding and regulating traffic using the interchange 


Since it was fully opened November Ze 


One tubular steel standard, 90 feet wide, will be erected over eastbound Route 3 
at the west end of the interchange, and will hold three Signs directing traffic 


to Route 21 and to the Lincoln Tunnel. 


Two other standards will hold Single signs over junctions of roadways on the 


interchange's main eastbound and westbound connecting ramps e 


A Highway Department Spokesman said a new type of lightweight sign that has 
been tested to stand up under winds of over 100 Mepeh, will be mounted on the 
Standards. It consists of a fiber honeycomb core sandwiched between aluminum 
plates. A dark green porcelain enamel will be fused to the aluminum, and white 


reflecting letters placed on the enamel surface, 


The new signs, to be erected by next February, are the latest improvement in 
an intensive modernization program started soon after Dwight R. G. Palmer 
was appointed State Highway Commissioner in 195h. 


(more ) 
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1961 

ROUTE 21 FREEWAY ~ ADV. 

Route 3 Interchange 

Clifton, Passaic County 
Prior to his administration, the State's highways were bordered by numerous 
Signs, some carrying as many as 15 town names in letters two inches high, 
In addition to the high cost of repainting the cast iron directional signs 


every year, they were dangerous; motorists would have to slow, or stop, to 


read the small letters, 


Now directional signs have large white reflecting letters on a dark green 
background. Regulatory signs have black letters on white backgrounds. Warning 


Signs have black letters on yellow backgrounds. 


Messages on the signs have been simplified under the new modernization program. 
As an example, where traffic circle warning signs used to say "TRAFFIC CIRCIE 
AHEAD" or, "SLOW TRAFFIC CIRCLE", they now simply say "CIRCLE", and have a 


circle drawn around the single word, 


The spokesman added that some 70,000 signs border New Jersey's highways with 


about 25 per cent of this number being directional signs. 


All bids for the contract will be reviewed before the contract is awarded. 
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meee OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE ~ aig{eus 
ROUTE 21 FREEWAY - HEARING 
Bergen County Deleted 


Bergen=Passaic Counties 


Trenton, Dec, 15 ~ The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced 
the Bergen County portion of the proposed Route 21 Freeway has been deleted 


from the alignment to be presented at the public hearing December 19. 


A Highway Department spokesman said the Bergen County portion will be explained 
at another public hearing after meetings with County and municipal officiais 


have been completed. No date for the future hearing was set. 


The deleted portion of the proposed path for the future freeway extends from the 
Passaic River northerly to the site for an Interstate Route 80 interchange in 


East Paterson. A section of the proposed path also runs through Garfield. 


The svokesman emphasized that the December 19 public hearing is still scheduled 
to explain the remainder of the proposed alignment, This portion extends north 
from the recently completed Route 21 Freeway at South Parkway in Clifton, along 


the west side of the Passaic River to the Bergen-Passaic County Line. 


The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. in the Passaic High School, Paulison Avamue, 


in Passaic. 
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eee FOF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY cree 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
“ROUTE N.J. 2 = BIDS 
Gloucester County 


Trenton, Dec, 1 - The lowest bid received today by the New Jersey State 
Highway Department on a contract for improving safety and traffic cmditions 
at two Route 2 intersections in Gloucester County was $86,869.91 submitted 


by Bancheri Construction Co., Inc., of Hammonton, 


Other bidders weres State Paving & Construction Co., Philadelphia, $111,702.82; 
A. H. Lupton, Jr., Inc., Bridgeton, $102,876.95; Paz Brothers Construction Co., 
Bridgeport, $103,599.15; Rudolph Meckel & Son, Inc., Vineland, $110,833.10; 

7 W. Le N. and Co., Inc., Haddonfield, $96,292.25; Barrett Paving Co., Inc., Trenton, 


$120,553.20; Edward H. Ellis & Sons, Inc., Merchantville, $91,401.90, 


The intersecting roads, Green Tree Road and Whitman Drive, are in Washington 
Township. They serve two housing developments located on opposite sides of 
Route 2. Both areas have grown to the point where it is difficult for Route )2 


traffic to pass through the congested area. 


For the mutual benefit of the local residents, and motorists driving through the 
quarter-mile stretch of main highway, the Department is going to build jughandle 
left-turn facilities at Green Tree Road and Whitman Drive, and add an extra lane 


to each side of Route 2 between the jughandles. 
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meee oO OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


1961 

ROUTE N.J. 36 = HEARING 
Change of Location 
Monmouth County. 


RELEASE THURS P.M. 


Trenton, Dec. 1h = A change in the location of the New Jersey State Highway 
Department's public hearing on its plans for dualizing Route 36 in Monmouth 


County was announced today, 


The new location for the hearing is the Independent Fire Company,on Route 36 


near Main Street, Belford. The public hearing will begin 10:30 a.m., December 21. 


A Highway Department spokesman said the hearing was changed to the Fire Company's 
building to provide enough room for the large number of officials and citizens 
expected to attend the hearing. He said all comments and suggestions made at 


the hearing will be studied and evaluated before the final plans are drawn up. 


A review of the proposal the Department will explain at the hearing shows the 
plans include dualization of Route 36 from the Garden State Parkway ramps in 
Keyport to First Avenue in Atlantic Highlands, an overall distance of 9.3 miles, 
Concrete center barrier would divide the four bituminous concrete lanes, with 


openingsat intersections protected by traffic signals. 


Tentative locations for jughandle left turn facilities have been chosen on both 
sides of Route 36 at the following intersections: in Keyport, Broad Street; 
In Raritan Township, Middle Avenue, Poole Avenue, Stone Road, Union Avenue, 
Rose Avenue, Laurel Avenue and Palmer Avenue; in Middietown Township, Thompson 
Avenue, Main Street (Port Monmouth), Main Street (Belford), and Leonard Avenue; 


in Atlantic Highlands, Avenue D and First Avenue. 


Tentative locations for jughandles on the south side of Route 36 would be at 


Eighth Street, in Belford, and opposite the Naval Ammunition Depot. 
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epee Or PUBL ICUTLNFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


; IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
| INTERSTATE ROUTE 80 - BIDS 
Paterson, Passaic County 
Trenton, Dec. 13 = Lowest bid received today by the New Jersey State Highway 
Department on a contract for clearing a path for future cmstruction of 


Interstate Route 80 in Paterson, Passaic County, was $61,)00.00 submitted by 


V. Ottilio and Sons, of Paterson. 


| A total of 118 buildings will be removed within a half-mile long corridor 
between State Street and Mill Street. The corridor varies in width approximately 
from 150 feet to 250 feet, and widens still more at Marshall Street and Mill Street 


to accommodate future Freeway connecting roads. 


The new contract is the third demolition contract assigned to Paterson since 
March, and marks the westernmost step, up to now, in constructing the Bergen= 


Passaic Expresswaye 


Demolition work between Route 20 (McLean Boulevard) and Pennsylvania Avenue 

was completed in October, and demolition work between Pennsylvania Avenue and 
State Street is nearing completion. These contracts have cleared a path 1.5 miles 
westerly from the new Interstate Route 80 Passaic River bridge at a cost of 


$150,000. 


) 

| Other bidders were: Gibraltar Wrecking & Supply Co., Inc., Union, $7,800.00; 

) Interstate Wrecking Co., Springfield, $79,475.00; William M. Young & Co., Newark, 
$90,000.00, 


(more ) 
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1961 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 80 ~ BIDS 
Paterson, Passaic County 


The Federal Government pays ninety per cent of all Interstate highway construction 
costs, and New Jersey the remaining ten per cent. Ali bids for the contract, 
which has a schedule of 60 workings days, will be reviewed before the contract 


is awarded, 
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meget, PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 


U.S. ROUTE 206 ~ BIDS 
Frankford Township 
Sussex County 
Trenton, Dec. 13 = Delve Contracting Company, of Morris Plains, today submitted 
the low bid of $28,216.87 on a New Jersey State Highway Department contract 


for relieving congestion on U.S. Route 206 at Ross Corner, Frankford Township, 


Sussex Countyae 


It is the second of two projects the Department has undertaken to relieve 
congestion at the intersection. The first contract calls for replacing the 
existing twomlane bridge over Paulins Kill with a four-lane structure. The 


stream flows under Route 206 about 600 feet south of the four-way intersection, 


The Department's construction plans call for an additiomal traffic lane to be 
constructed around the southwestern corner of the Ross intersection for the 
convenience of southbound Route 206 traffic. Construction on the southeast 
corner will set the curb line back about ten feet to permit easier turning into 
Route 15 which forms the easterly leg of the intersection. Extending north from 


the intersection is County Route 565. 


Other bidders were: Sappah Construction Company, Inc., Montvale, $31,228.20; 
McConachy Construction Co., Blairstown, $33,750.43; Willis and Paul, Inc., 


Branchville, $37,961.60. 


The Department estimates the work will take 20 working days. All bids for the 
contract will be reviewed by Highway Department engineers before it is 


awarded, 
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ieee, VO PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE MONDAY P.M. 1961 
DECEMBER 11 ROUTE 22 » COMPLETION 


Mountain Avenue Overpass 
Bound Brook & Bridgewater 
Somerset County 
Trenton, Dec. 11 = The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced 
all work on the Mountain Avenue overpass that now spans Route 22 in Bridge- 
water Township and Bound Brook, Somerset County, should be finished within 
a week. The overpass and connecting ramps are now fully open and remaining 
work, consisting of minor roadside construction, landscaping is proceeding 


on schedule. 


Under the $920,000 contract five safety and traffic convenience facilities 
were constructed within the limits of the project area which extended 


approximately 3,000 feet along Route 22 on both sides of Mountain Avenue. 


The facilities include a four-lane overpass bridge now carrying Mountain 
Avenue traffic over Route 22; a system of interchange traffic ramps; two 
additional Route 22 through-traffic lanes; resurfacing the entire highway, 
and constructing a continuous center barrier on Route 22 within the limits 


of the project. 


The completed Mountain Avenue project fits in the middle of another project, 
just getting started, that will cost a million dollars when it is completed 
next December. This project is h.1 miles long and extends from Washington Avenue 


in Green Brook to the Middle Brook, just west of Thompson Avenue, in Bridgewater. 


(more ) 
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1961 
ROUTE 22 — COMPLETION 


Mountain Avenue Overpass 
Bound Brook & Bridgewater 


Somerset County 
A Highway Department spokesman said completion of the million-dollar project 
will provide Route 22 with 22 miles of concrete barrier east to Meeker Avenue 
in Newark, with the exception of a 2.3 mile section in Union and Springfield 


where a Wide center island exists. 


Other projects started since January east of Somerville include a $270,000 
resurfacing job from Meeker Avsnue in Newark to Vaux Hall Road, completed 
in October. The ha}f-mile section at Liberty Avenue, where a $750,000 


viaduct is being constructed, was not inlcuded in the resurfacing project. 


A safety revision of the Springfield Road-Route 22 junction in Union 


Township was completed in August at a cost of $75,000. 


West of Somerville $220,000 worth of safety improvements have been contracted 
for since January. In Hunterdon County, a $180,000 resurfacing job was 
completed in September, and in Warren County, work on a $40,000 pedestrian 


overpass started in October, 
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eee Oe PUBLIC UINFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE MONDAY P.M, 1961 
DECEMBER 11 INTERSTATE ROUTE 78 ~ OPENING 


Jugtown Mountain 

Hunterdon County 
Trenton, Dece 11 = The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced 
the eastbound traffic lanes of Interstate Route 78 will be opened from 
Bloomsbury 4.8 miles easterly to Route 22 to Pattenburg Road in Hunterdon 


County Tuesday afternoon, 


According to a Department spokesman the new roadway will eliminate the need 
for eastbound cross-state traffic to switch to Route 22 in Bloomsbury and 


climb the long slope of Jugtown Mountain. 


The newly completed roadway connects with the four-mile eastbound portion of 
Interstate Route 78 that was completed from Bloomsbury westerly to Still Valley 
in 1959. The combined roadways provide nearly ten miles of non-stop superhighway 


around the Jugtown Mountain area, 


In Bloomsbury, new interchange ramps connecting Route 22 and eastbound Route 78 
also will be opened Tuesday. There are no other road connections along the 
superhighway until the Pattenburg Road interchange in Union Township is reached. 
Here, eastbound connections to Pattenburg Road and Route 22 are ready to be 


opened. 


Opening date for the westbound roadway, the spokesman said, can't be determined 
now because cold or stormy weather could interrupt the paving operations. 


(more ) 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 78 - OPENING 
Jugtown Mountain 
Hunterdon County 
Construction of the Bloomsbury-Pattenburg Road portion of Interstate Route 78 
was done under two separate contracts. The first, for preparing the roadbed, 


cost $6.6 million, and the current paving contract will cost $2.8 million 


upon completion. 


East of the Pattenburg Road interchange, Interstate 78 joins dualized 
Route 22 which, in turn, joins the two-mile Clinton by-pass section of Route 78 
completed in 1958, West of Clinton cross-state traffic again rides on Route 22 


to Newark Airport. 


At the east end of the future 66-mile east-west freeway, detailed plans are 
about ready to be started for the 7.6 mile portion in Newark, Essex County; 
Hillside and Union in Union County. Contracts, however, won't be ready for 


advertisement for another twelve to eighteen months. 


Hitt 
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meee OC POT PUBIIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE THURS.PMs 196]. 
Ned.» ROUVE 20-~ HEARING 
Paterson Peripheral Highway 


Clifton & Passaic, Passaic Co, 


Trenton, Dec. 7 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today scheduled a 
public hearing for December 21 to present its proposal for constructing the 
Route 20 peripheral highway in Paterson and Clifton, Passaic County. 


alignment 
According to a Highway Department spokesman, the proposed /is the final link in 


a chain of highways that now almost encircles Paterson and north Clifton, 


Route 6 forms the bottom of the circle, extending east from Broad Street in 
Clifton,and a modernized portion of Route 20 forms the right side of the circle 


from Market Street north to Third Avenue, 


The proposed highway would fill the gap on the left side and top of the circle, 


extending from Broad Street and Route 6 north, and then east, to Third Avenue. 


The hearing will begin 10 a.m. in the Council Chambers, in Paterson's City Hall 
on Market Street. The spokesman said the peripheral highway would provide 
relief for the Paterson commercial area, provide a direct connection with the 
Garden State Parkway, aid Paterson's urban redevelopment program, and, along 
with the partially constructed Route 21 Freeway extending south from East 


Paterson, form a modern traffic corridor from the north Paterson area to Newark, 


The Department anticipates traffic volumes to approach the 70,000-per-day level 


in Paterson when the new highway is completed. 


Starting at the intersection of Route 6 and Broad Street in Clifton, the proposed 
alignment follows the roadbed originally prepared for the Garden State Parkway 


that ends in the Lackawanna Plaza just south of Interstate Route 80, 
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N.J. ROUTE 20 - HEARING 


Paterson Peripheral Highway 
Clifton & Passaic, Passaic Co. 


From Lackawanna Plaza the alignment will follow a new path that would cut 
through Garrett Mountain and pass along the east side of Stony Road Reservoir, 
From the Reservoir the new path would generally follow the east bank of the 
Passaic River to near Straight Street, where it continues in a northwesterly 
direction, paralleling River Street, to near Second Avenue. Here, the path 
would turn southeast along the Passaic River to meet modernized Route 20 near 


Third Avenue, 


From Route 6 to Route 80 the highway would provide six lanes divided by a 
center grass mall. From Route 80 to Straight Street four lanes would be 
constructed divided by a center barrier, and from Straight Street to Third 


Avenue the highway would again have six lanes, 


Also to be discussed at the hearing is the possibility of constructing two 
bridges over the Passaic River at West Broadway and at Straight Street. Final 
action depends on whether or not interchanges will be constructed at these 


streets, and their final design. 


Possible locations for other interchanges are - Broad Street and Route 6; 
near Emerson Street, along with a spur to the Garden State Parkway; Route 80; 


McBride Avenue; West Broadway; and one between Maple and Lincoln Avenues. 
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1961 
PUBLIC AUCTION 
Middiesex County. 


| RELEASE THURS.P.M.- 


Trenton, Dec, 7 = The New Jersey State Highway Department will hold a public 
auction December 12 on 32 buildings in Edison and East Brunswick Townships, 


Middlesex County. 


The buildings are being offered for sale before the ground is cleared to make 


way for future construction of the Woodbridge Avenue interchange at Route l. 


Buildings purchased at the sale mst be removed from the highway construction 


site upon ten days! notice after the transaction is final, 


In Edison Township, 31 buildings will be offered, and one unit in East Brunswick 


Township, 


The sale will be held at 10:30 a.m. in the Highway Department office, 117 


Amboy Avenue, Metuchen, 


Residential buildings with garages will be considered as a single unit. All 


other buildings will be offered as individual units. 


The successful bidder will be required at the sale to pay 25 per cent of the 
amount of his bid in cash or certified check and the balance within three days 
after he has been notified that his bid has been accepted, Other conditions 
will be outlined at the sale, 

Hittit 


NOTE TO EDITORS: 


Attached is list of the buildings to be offered, 
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ULC AUCTION » December 12, 
Middlesex Ccunty. 


EDISON TOWNSHIP 


PCa A 


9 Third Avenve 

7 Second Avenve 

266 Woodbridge Avenue 
28h n tt 
286 n " 
2038"! " 
15 Player Avenue 


Southerly side of 2nd Ave. at corner of 
Lloyd Avenue, 


West side of U.S. 1 between Maple and 
Woodbridge Avenue. 


Northerly side of U.S. 1 approx. 00! 
from Woodbridge Avenue, 


Southerly side of Woodbridge Ave, approx. 
95% west of Woodbridge & Player Avenue. 


Northerly side of U.S. 1 about 300? west 
of Woodbridge Avenue, 


Garage only - Northwest corner of Maple 
Avenue & Foyer Street at U. S. 1 


EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP 


28 Milltown Road. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
ROUIE 3-35 - ADV. 
Brielle & Wall Twp. 
Monmouth County 
Trenton, Dec. 5 = The New Jersey State Highway Department today advertised for 


bids January | on another contract for increasing capacities of highways leading 


to seashore resorts in Monmouth County. 


The new contract calls for dualizing portions of Route 3h and widening Route 35 
between the Collingwood circle in Wall Towmship and Brielle 8 miles to the 


south. 


_A previous contract, for dualizing Route 33 from Collingwood circle eastward to 
the Garden State Parkway, received a low bid of 5250,000 in November. This 
1.2-mile section will fit in between two previously dualized portions, and 
complete the Route's dualization from the Collingwood overpass through Collingwood 


cirele to Neptune, about six miles, 


A Highway Department spokesman noted that Route 33 into Neptune carries peak 
loads of more than 10,000 vehicles per day, and Route 3h, from Collingwood 
circle to Brielle, carries a daily average of 9,000 cars and trucks, with summer 


peaks reaching a 15,000 volume. 


Starting in Brielle, the Department's construction plans call for modernizing 

the junction of old and new Routes 35 south of School House Road. North of the 
junction, Route 35 will be widened to 50 feet and provide four bituminous concrete 
traffic lanes separated by a 32-inch high concrete barrier. This work will extend 
about 2,200 feet north to thecircle where Route 35 turns east, and Route 3h 


starts north. (more ) 
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ROUTE 3-35 - ADV. 
Brielle & Wall Twoe, Mon. Co, 
Work on Route 3h will retain the existing 20-foot wide two-lane concrete roadway 


for northbound traffic only, and build a new 2lj-efoot wide tiio-lane bituminous 


concrete roadway to serve as the southbound roadway. 


A 20-foot grass center island will separate the roadways, and hard-surfaced 


10-foot wide shoulders border the outer edges. 


North of the Route 70 circle the new southbound roadway would be built to 
Atlantic Avenue. Here the ramps at the local road overpass will be reconstructed 


as separate one-way ramps with more gradual curves. 


A pair of left-turn jughandles will flank the future dual highway at Lakewood 


Road and Paynter'ts Road intersections. 


From Atlantic Avenue to the Route 52h circle the shoulders bordering the existing 
dual concrete roadways will be surfaced with bituminous concrete, and openings 


in the existing 30-foot center island closed, 


At Glendola Road a pair of modified jughandles will provide safe means for 


making conventional turning movements. 


Improved connectionsto the Garden State Parkway and 18th Avenue are in the plans, 


and a set of jughandles at Route 38, 


Pairs of jughandles will be installed at the Hurley Pond Road and Belmar Boulevard 
intersections, and another pair half-way between the intersections, to serve 


Monmouth County Airport. 


Near the north end of the project a set of jughandles will be constructed at 


Wyckoff Roads 
(more ) 


a 
‘ 
4 
“+ 
Caos 
7 
o> 
e * ‘ 1 “9 
‘ = 
Po | ~~, 4 a “ 
ets ee ee 
. . 
z 
om re t 
. “ : 
—_ ¢ se gh gt = 
= ov — - 
ee nt e 
> e % 5.5 - rt 
aa, CRS ae & e758 
y i 
¢ °* “ > ere * 
-_: 4i® 
on 
the = 
tpn § le 
‘ wee 
isco ae ery - = tj 
Af at whe So we é. ee old 
- : 
7. , ' 
. . 
~¢ 4 + 
mr rears an we reve, i> 
BS REA ey es set , & Lar 
. i 
aaer Peg . 
mS ia a.as eve 
ry we 
TO reed 
i ae ~~ ° 
” v 5 “ ce 
,onala ont ni ome ¢ 
a ~ 
e wn 
* a ' e One 1 > rire 
33 eey oT it ‘ a= PRRs a | aise ee 


v8 


a) 


hbevouttenca od [lbw saloasdgyl) ye fae : 


rr 
7 al 
dl ana 
‘e Li sd 
€ Sy. 
5 Cea ae . 
afoul s fo0T-OS aakseine 
= ee a 7 Cpe en mer : > a . 
yet obiw tools Gea's bited Sak gyi 


Ko wis er” Paving ‘odgtios m 


aoa Ai 


Lad A 
ete ‘ 5 af me sith Fae - es . % fs < - 4 
aceho ‘téakeb’ end tebe -ershivode obi 
Ba PORES raged ow Reece a : 
+ ie me. €* a + es . 
, 7 Pa, ol _ a” ~ 
cow veubsow hootdtpee wan ad? efemia Cy) etgek as 
snare vo | 1 Iesof edt ts eamed ont ete sQievan Be 
‘ Pee : : = haan ee as orp 
. a ‘orn sto Aiv BQtet. Yeweor oo 
TEA , Fn id pos 
Z i Lae - . . 
fa Dev rere les i + solonedgyt, aa~?tel tom 
’ ‘ . ic 
t re 
ow Oi : a fa on af Fi Aq Tt pec 2. TS 
* 
‘ ” ~, ra d t hi “rt eur cae i ‘ 
Te wat z f i ie ys ry ov at. i. he ors - Late ¥ 
. ee . is 
. ts . ae r . a 4 = a . oe . = 
“oF ° ‘ tra cd rei aon UE) 93 {i ry rok Mare ;* ate 
e 
4 + . 
“ 4 “4 o % a 
abopoln boilet witae PookeOE grintsage- 
; 
* as a ae 
- ° 
e* ® * ‘“ : cy 
» ohivove Lify esflhaecset, fed thom i6° tied 6 fem 
. . ¥e see , ibs on tee ore: i : 
oi cecevort griicws Leao lige 
=) ed Hs 
r > re 
ecvaé ALES ban vewiust eftadn 7epiee & 
a 
“4 fet na . = RP ey 
i =* aie —. 
wae ws KN g 
N 
a > nee t) 
: - wa < t ef A t ~~ 
sof trol vou edt ¢s bellaedenk od Bei 


fe * Cm Rr 
erie og ,enokjsonretal wid neonted yswetied 2 


st 


ote 
. 
+ 


4 
¢ 
7 
Yo 


F 


30 


1961 

ROUTE 34-35 - ADV. 
Brielle & Wall Two. 
Monmouth County 


Costs for the modernization will be shared by the Federal government and New 
Jersey. A schedule of 150 working days has been set for the project. All 


cids will be reviewed by Department officials before the contract is awarded, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


1961 

ROUTE 21 FREEWAY ~ HEARING 
CliftoneEast Paterson 
Passaic, Bergen Counties 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Dece h = The New Jersey State Highway Department today scheduled a 
public hearing for December 19 to explain its plans for extending the Route 21 
Freeway from Clifton in Passaic County to Interstate Route 80 in East Paterson 


in Bergen County. 


Officials will point out and explain the path of the northernmost portion of 
the Freeway on a large map. The hearing will begin 10 a.m, in the Passaic 


High School, Paulison Avenue, in Passaic. 


_ A Highway Department spokesman explained that the Route 21 Freeway has been 
under construction since 195) to provide a traffic corridor between the 


Paterson and Newark metropolitan areas, 


The Freeway is now complete and open from Clay Street in Newark to South 
Parkway in Clifton with the exception of a 1.2=mile section between Elwood 
Avenue in Newark and William Street in Belleville. Construction plans for 


this section are nearing completion. 


The spokesman added that it has cost over $22 million to build the five miles 


of Freeway now open to traffic. 


Latest project in the series to be completed was the 1,8-mile section from 
Highfield Lane in Nutley to South Parkway in Clifton at a cost of over 


$11 million. 
(more ) 
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1962 
ROUTE 21 FRESGWAY - HEARING 
Clifton-Kast Paterson 
Passaic, Bergen Counties 
The proposed path for future construction of the Freeway begins at the end of 
the existing Freeway at South Parkway in Clifton, and extends northward 


4.9 miles to an interchange with Interstate Route 80 at River Drive in 


East Paterson. 


Last week bids were received by the Department on & contract that calls for 
constructing Interstate Route 80 from the new Passaic River bridge east to 


River Drive. Lowest bid for this contract was $5,): million, 


Starting north from South Parkway the proposed alignment proceeds north along 
the west side of the Passaic River, and crosses the river just north of Dundee 
Dam. It then goes under the Garden State Parkway and under Route 6 and ends 


at Route 80, 


Possible locations for interchanges in Passaic have been spotted at Union 
Avenue and south of Paulison Avenue. Another could be located between Central 


Avenue and Passaic Street in the vicinity of Hamilton Street. 


North of Passaic Avenue there are two possible alignments. The westerly 
alignment crosses Washington Place and Hope Avenue, where an interchange 


could be constructed. 


The alternate alignment branches from the westerly alignment near the Passaic Stes 


Columbia Ave, intersection, and rejoins the main alignment north of Monroe Street. 


Another possible location for an interchange in Clifton would be at Ackerman 


Avenue, 


(more ) 
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1961 
ROUTE 21 FREEWAY - HEARING 


Clifton-Kast Paterson 
Passaic, Bergen Counties 


Near Dundee Dam in Clifton, where Route 21 would cross the Passaic River, the 
Highway Department proposes to build a spur highway that would connect with 


Route 46 at an interchange near Lexington Avenue. 


A Department spokesman said the Passaic River would have to be relocated at 
two spots to permit better alignment of the Freeway, One section is in 
Rutherford in an area hounded by Van Houghton Avenue and Erie Avmue. The 


other section would ease the bend in the River north of Main Street in Wallington. 


Construction proposals show the highway would have two roadways separated by 
a center barrier. South of Dundee Dam the roadways would each contain three 
traffic lanes, and north of the dam, two traffic lanes each to the Route 80 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE November 30, 1961 
EasteWest Freeway (I-280) 
Parkway Crossing Essex County 
Trenton, Ned., Nov. 30 = Gov. Robert B, Meyner today announced engineering 
studies conducted by the New Jersey Highway Department show it is feasible 
to build the Essex East-West Freeway (Interstate Route 280) either over 


or under the Garden State Parkway in East Orange, Essex County. 


The Governor made the announcement at a news conference which was attended 
by Mrs. Katherine Elkus White, Chairman of the New Jersey Highway Authority; 
State Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer; and State Highway Engineer 


Otto H. Fritzsche, 


Commissioner Palmer said that on the basis of the studies and a review of 
the entire situation by his staff and himself, it was determined that the 
Freeway would, in fact, be built under the Parkway instead of overpassing 


it. 


The Commissioner said a dozen borings were made in the area where the 
Freeway will cross the Parkway in order to obtain samples of the subsoil 


strata, and water level tests were made at the same time. 


He said the borings and tests showed the earth in that area to consist of 
friable soils, predominantly silty sand, with traces of fine gravel and 
clay running into shale and sandstone in the deeper areas and strong enough 
to support both pavements and structures. The borings averaged 18 feet to 
water level and 27 feet to bedrock, the Commissioner said. 


(more ) 


ia 
' 
vv as 


. 
¥ gts 
“ad 


a WV 
ert 
= 

Je<- 

. 

‘ are 


26 

November 30, 1961 

East-West Freeway (1-280) 

Parkway Crossing 

Essex County 
Commissioner Palmer quoted the Department's consultants as reporting, "The 
water level determinations do not indicate a serious ground water condition 
which could not be taken care of by the facilities which would be required 
for the collection and removal of surface or storm runoff. It is evident 
from the records of the soil borings that a somewhat greater amount of rock 
would have to be removed in the vicinity of North Maple Avenue and the 


Parkway than would be the case if Route 280 overpassed the Parkway and, as 


such, would add somewhat to the cost" of the underpass. 


The consultants summarized their report by saying that "carrying the Project 
(the Freeway) either over or under the Parkway is feasible from an engineering 
viewpoint insofar as existing subsurface conditions are concerned," the 


Commissioner said. 


He said the Department's own soils experts measured the ground water table 
as averaging 10 feet above the grade of a suggested underpass, but they 
reported, "Once the ground water table is truncated by our cut, a natural 
drying action should occur in the slopes with a subsequent draw-down of 
the water table. In addition, the pround water can be intercepted by 
underdrains in the slope, behind walls, or at the outer edge of shoulders 


or pavements." These features would add to the cost, he added. 


The Federal Bureau of Public Roads has approved the alignment of the Freeway 
from Newark to the West Orange-Livingston municipal boundary. As an 
Interstate Route, the Freeway qualifies for 90-10 Federal Aid, but the 
Bureau of Public Roads has agreed to participate in its cost to that extent 


(more ) 
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36 
November 30, 1961 
East-West Freeway (I-280) 
Parkway Crossing 
Bssex County 
only on the basis of an elevated Route, estimated to cost $62 million, 
throughout the 7.3=-mile section. The additional cost of depressing 
88 per cent of the Route (not including the Parkway crossing) is estimated 
at $13 million, and it is contemplated that this amount will be furnished 
by the Highway Authority under a bond issue approved by the Legislature 
last spring. The Authority is also authorized to pay for an interchange 


between the Freeway and the Parkway. 


The added cost of depressing the Freeway under the Parkway instead of 


overpassing it is estimated at $l million or more. 


Commissioner Palmer, noting that the Highway Department had consistently 
recommended construction of a depressed Route to the Federal Government, 
recalled he had said previously that "if the common aim of the Department 
and the communities along the Route could be realized from an engineering 
viewpoint, he would undertake to find the funds to accomplish this result, 


even though they were presently not in evidence." 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE — 1961 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 80 = BIDS 
Paterson and E, Paterson 


Passaic & Bergen Counties 


oe 


Trenton, Nov, 30+-P. T. & L. Construction Company, of Paramus, today submitted 
the low bid of $5,463,398.10 on a contract for constructing approaches at both 
ends of the Interstate Route 80 bridge over the Passaic River in Paterson and 


Rast Paterson, Passaic and Bergen Counties. 


In Paterson, the Department's plans call for constructing the Interstate 

Freeway 2,300 feet westward from the end of the Passaic River bridge to 

Lakeview Drive where an overpass and a traffic circle will be built. In East 
- Paterson, a 1,630-foot section of the freeway will be constructed from the end 


of the bridge eastward to River Drive. 


Two slight detours will be needed during short periods of Route 20 relocation 
work under the bridge. The first, to go in operation early in March for about 
a week, will route southbound Route 20 traffic west on Market Street, south 


on Lakeview Avenue, and east on Crooks Avenue back to Route 20, 


The second detour will be open for about a month starting in June. It will take 
southbound Route 20 traffic along 20th Avenue and Vreeland Avenue to Market 


Street, and back to Route 20, 


Other bidders were: Poirier & McLane Corp., New York City, $5,597,876.3h; 
Brookfield Construction Co., New York City, $5,85),661.77; Johnson Drake and 
Piper, New York City, $5,876,881.33; S.J. Groves & Sons, Woodbridge, $5,883, 881,323 
George M. Brewster & Son, Bogota, %6,057,760.25. 


All bids will be reviewed before the Federal-State financed contract is awarded. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1962 
ROUTE 129 FREEWAY 
COMPLET ION 
Mercer County 


Trenton, Nov. 30 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced 
barricades on the new Route 129 Freeway north of the Scudder Falls bridge 


interchange in Ewing Towship, Mercer County, were removed this afternoon. 


Completion of the $5.2 million project marks the first stage of the largest 
road building job in Mercer County since the Trenton Freeway. Eventually 
Route 129 will link the Delaware River with U.S. 1 near Bakers Basin, a distmce 


of 9 miles. 


The new freeway is ready to carry traffic from the new Delaware River Bridge 
at Scudder Falls, opened last June, to Scotch Road in Ewing Township. Route 29 
(River Road) was dualized in the freeway interchange area at Scudder Falls as 


part of the project, 


The interchange connecting the Bridge, Route 29 and Route 129 crosses over 

the Delaware and Raritan Canal feeder and the Phillipsburg branch of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad near the river, Another complete interchange has been 
constructed at Bear Tavern Road, and half an interchange at Scotch Road. Future 


freeway contracts will complete the interchange, 
Both Scotch Road and Bear Tavern Road cross over the freeway on new overpasses, 


(more ) 
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1961 
ROUTE 129 FREEWAY - COMPLE TION 
Mercer County 
The Route 129 Freeway has two dualized roadways paved with bituminous concrete 
and 12~foot hard-surfaced Shoulders on the outside edges. A depressed center 


mall 60 feet wide Separates the roadways. Roadway width varies from 30 feet 


(three lanes) in intersection areas to 25 feet (two lanes) in open stretches, 


Road work on Route 29 under this contract extended for over a half mile from 
Upper Ferry Road to a point opposite Scudder Falls along a new alignment 
through the Freeway interchange, The River Road now has dual 35 foot bituminous 


concrete roadways separated by a center island of variable width, 


Construction of the Route 129 Freeway is part of the State Highway Department's 
_ program for rehabilitation and expansion of the State Highway System to meet 
1975 traffic needs. The Federal Government shared costs With the state ona 


50-50 basis. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE ene DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 287 -— OPENING 
Somerset County 

Trenton, Nov. 30 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced the 


new interchange for Interstate Route 287 and U.S. Route 22 east of Somerville 


in Somerset County was opened to traffic today. . 


Complete fulfillment of the contractor's obligations was required before 


removal of barricades at each end of the project could be scheduled. 


The major interchange, along with previously opened adjacent sections, provides 
4 non-stop dual expressway from Route 22 easterly for 4.6 miles to River Road 


in Piscataway Township, Middlesex County. 


The entire section forms a bypass around the Bound Brook area, and provides 
interchange points at Route 22 and Route 28 in Bridgewater Township, Weston 


Canal Road and Easton Avenue in Franklin Township, and River Road, 


Final cost of the by-pass will exceed $10 million, It forms the westernmost 
portion of a section of the Interstate freeway extending 13 miles from Route 22 


to Route 1 in Metuchen, 


Construction is underway all along the line between River Road and Route 1 under 
four separate projects that have a combined price tag of over $20 million, and 


all four jobs should be completed by the end of 1962, 


Interstate Route 287, when completed, will form a 66-mile belt highway around 
metropolitan New Jersey from the New Jersey Turnpike (Interstate Route 95) to 


the New York State line near Suffern. Total cost will be about $155 million, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
ROUTE N. J. 15 = ALIGNMENT 


Morris & Sussex Counties, 


Trenton, Nov, 3@- The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced it 
has effected a revision of the alignment for sections of Route 15 which are to 


be modernized in Morris and Sussex Counties, 


The existing highway, a two-lane road, is the main corridor from the metropolitan 
area to the resorts of north Jersey, It is carrying a steadily increasing volume 


of traffic, in excess of the original design capacity. 


When completed, the modernized highway will consist of dual roadways bordered 
_ by outer shoulders 12 feet wide, and separated by a center median varying in 
width up to a quarter mile. Each roadway will contain two 12-foot wide traffic 


lanes. 


The modernized section will extend 12 miles from Picatinny Arsenal in Rockaway 
Township, Morris County, to the New York Susquehanna & Western Railroad just 


south of Houses Corner in Sparta Township, Sussex County. 


Changes in the original alignment for the project, which was presented at a 
public hearing in Sparta September 28, were proposed by local citizens and 
officials. Revisions were adopted by the Highway Department after its own 


engineering studies developed a practical route, 


Starting at the southerly limit, the Highway Department proposes to continue 
previous dualization of Route 15 northward from the entrance to Picatinny 
Arsenal for about four miles to the vicinity of Lake Shawnee in Jefferson 
Township, Morris County. 


(more) 
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ROUTE N.J. 15 = ALIGNMENT 
Morris & Sussex Counties, 


The first change from the original alignment occurs within this section, about 
half-way between Lower and Upper Berkshire Valley Roads. Here, a retaining wall 
will be constructed to protect an electric line tower. A Department spokesman 
said the path was routed near the high tension tower to preserve nearby private 


properties, 


The second change also occurs in this section, south of Lake Shawnee in the 
vicinity of Corner Road. Here, a 3,000-foot section of the northbound roadway 
alignment was shifted slightly to the east. The new path will miss springs which 


are the water source for nesrty residents, and also skirt a trailer park. 


From Shawnee Lake northward to the end of the hearing area at the NY & W. Railroad 


a completely new highway would be constructed east of the existing road. 


Within this section the third change from the Department's original alignment 
for future Route 15 construction was made to avoid splitting the Lake Winona- 
Lake Hopatcong recreation area, The new path, about three miles long, curves 
east from a point about half a mile south of Lake Winona, connects with the 
Winona Trail about a quarter-mile east of Lake Winona, and rejoins the original 


alignment just south of Lake Saginaw, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


1961 
ROUTE 206 — BIDS 
Somerset County. 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Nov, 29 = L. Zimmerman & Sons, of Hillside, today submitted the 
low bid of $139,428.21 on a New Jersey State Highway Department contract for 
improving two Route 206 intersections near the Raritan River bridge south of 


Somerville in Somerset County, 


The improvements will mainly benefit southbound traffic turning toward Manville 
on Dukes Parkway in Hillsborough Township, and southbound traffic turning from 


Bridge Street in Somerville onto Route 206, 


_ North of the bridge, the Bridge Street junction with the main highway will be 


widened, and portions of Route 206 shoulders rebuilt as traffic lanes, 


South of the bridge, a jughandle for southbound traffic will be constructed at 


Dukes Parkway, along with other intersection improvements, 


Other bidders were: C. H. Winans Co., Roselle, $112,656.80; Kingston Bituminous 
Products Co., Kingston, $145,39l.76; Jannarone Engineering Co., Matawan, 
$158 46.20. 


All bids on the 100% State financed contract will be reviewed before it is 


awarded, 
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1961 

N.J. ROUTE 3 ~ BIDS 
Hackensack River Bridge 
Superstructure & Deck 
Hudson and Bergen Counties, 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Nov. 29 = The Phoenix Bridge Company, Phoenixville, Penna., today 
submitted the low bid of $2,382,970.00 on a contract for constructing the super- 


structure and deck of the new Route 3 bridge over the Hackensack River. 


The new structure eventually will carry westbound traffic from Secaucus in 
Hudson County to East Rutherford in Bergen County, easing the present daily 
traffic load of some 75,000 vehicles per day crossing the existing bridge 


located about 900 feet farther south, 


A spokesman said the Highway Department is working to provide two one-way 
bridges for Route 3. The plan is to complete the new bridge by February, 

1963, and put two-way traffic on it while the existing bridge is closed for 
reconditioning. When this work is done, the old bridge will be opened and 
carry four lanes of eastbound traffic. The new span will then carry four lanes 


of westbound traffic. 


Other bidders on the Federal~State financed project were: United States Steel 
Corporation, New York City$223,775.003 Schacht Steel Construction Co., 

Hillside, $2,459,895.00; Franklin Contracting Co., Little Falls, $2,513,589.00; 
Bethlehem Steel Company, Philadelphia, $2,51h,999.503 Poirier & McLane 
Corporation, New York City, $2,636,300.00; Karl Koch Erecting Company, Bronx, N.Y., 


$2,717 ,032.00. 


All bids will be reviewed before the contract is awarded, 
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ere Or PUBIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 
RELEASE THURSDAY P,M, 1961 
ROUTE 5h - COMPLETION 


Atlantic County, 


Trenton, Nov. 30 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced all 
roadway work on Route 5) between Hammonton and Route 4hO in Buena, Atlantic 


County, should be completed early next week, 


Remaining work on the #1.2 million project includes minor roadside construction, 
landscaping and a general clean-up along the modernized two»lane bituminous 


concrete highway, 


The contract covered the 10,8=mile section between Hammonton and Route hO in 
Buena, and called for reconstructing the highway at both ends of the project, 
building a new section in the middle, and constructing a traffic interchange for 


Routes 54 and 322. Work started in February and is finishing on schedule, 


Starting at the northern (Hammonton) end of the project a completely reconstructed 
3h.5-foot wide roadway, approximately 1,900 feet long replaced the existing highway 


between the Pennsylvania Reading Seashore Lines Railroad in Hammonton and First 
Road. 


From First Road, the reconstructed highway narrows to 22 feet to a point approxi- 


mately 1,600 feet past Second Road where the completely new highway section begins. 


The new section was built on top of a seven-mile unused roadbed that was con- 
structed alongside the present highway between Second Road and Malaga Road in the 


early 1930's. The old road has been covered and graded. 


A new 22-foot wide roadway flanked by 8-foot bituminous concrete shoulders yas 


constructed between Malaga Road and Route 0, 


The present overpass that takes Route 5); over Route 322 was incorporated in a 


new cloverleaf interchange, 


The modernization is part of the Department's master plan to modernize the State 


Highway System for traffic volumes expected in 1975, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE THURS. P.M, 1961 
ROUTE l) — COMPLETION 


Hackensack, Bergen County 


Trenton, Nov, 30 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced that 
paving of the four new interchange ramps connecting Hackensack Avenue with easte 


bound Route ) in Hackensack, Bergen County, is planned to be completed Friday. 


Remaining work at the completely channelized interchange, and along a newly 
resurfaced half-mile section of Route 4, consists of landscaping, general clean-up, 


and minor roadside construction, 


The new ramps were constructed to supplement others, built in 1959 at the northern 
end of the Hackensack Avenue overpass, and provide a complete channelized 


interchange, 


Cross-traffic on Hackensack Avenue has been eliminated by replacing the at-grade 


intersection south of the overpass. 


Between the Hackensack River and the New York and New Jersey Railroad, eastbound 
Route ); was resurfaced with bituminous concrete, A 700-foot section of 
Hackensack Avenue also was resurfaced south of the overpass, and a sidewalk 


constructed, 


Costs of the $435,000 safety improvements, which is being completed on schedule, 


were shared by the Federal Government and New JeErseye 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 


Nede ROUTE 2h ~ BIDS 
Union and Essex Counties. 


Trenton, Nov, 29 ~ The lowest of four bids received today by the New Jersey 
State Highway Department on a contract for improving Route 2 (Springfield 
Avenue) in Union and Essex Counties was $93,485.50 submitted by the Robert 


Bossert & Co., Newark, 


The contract calis for resurfacing the highway across its full 50-foot width 
from Millburn Avenue at the Union-Maplewood Township line easterly to North 


li3rd Street in Irvington, 


The contract requires the contractor to maintain traffic in both directions at 
all times during the estimated 30 working days needed to ccmplete the 100% 


State financed project, 


After the work is completed, parking will be regulated so that four lanes will 


be open to traffic at all times, 


Other bidders were: Michael LaMorgese, Irvington, $95,625,003 Gallo Asphalt Co., 


Irvington, $101,186.54; Standard Bitulithic Company, Newark, $105,598.00. 


All bids will be reviewed before the contract is awarded, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 
1961 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 78 
Alignment 
Essex-Union Counties, 


Trenton, N.J», Nov. 28 ~ Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer today 
notified Governor Robert B, Meyner that the Federal Bureau of Public Roads 
has reinstated its original approval of Interstate Route 78 alignment from 


the N, J. Turnpike at Newark Airport west to the Springfield-Union line, 


The 7.6 mile section rus through portions of Newark in Essex County and 
Hillside and Union in Union County, generally serving the same traffic pattern 


as existing Route 22, 


At the western end of the section, the Federal Bureau of Public Roads acted 
favorably last spring on the Department's recommendation in favor of the 
southernmost of three alternate alignments discussed at a public hearing in 


the summer of 1960, 


Residents of Newark, particularly the Weequehic area, prevailed upon local and 
State officials, including several members of Congress, to intercede with the 


Bureau of Public Roads in opposition to the approved alignment. 


The Highway Department, in the meantime, afforded all interested groups and 
individuals full opportunity to discuss alternate proposals, During this 
interim the Bureau temporarily rescinded its approval pending a full report on 


these discussions and subsequent studies by the Department. 


As a result of the Department's complete report to the Bureau, the approval 
issued by the Bureau last spring has been reinstated, and the Washington 
representatives duly notified, thus allowing the Department to proceed with 


preparation of detailed plans and acquisition of right-of-way. 


(more) 
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All parties at interest, now that the approximate two-year deferment of this 
much needed highway is at an end, can look forward to getting the detailed 
plans under way. As-to construction, at least another twelve to eighteen 


months will be needed to complete preparations for advertising for bids. 


Going east the approved alignment runs south of and roughly parallel to the 
Essex-Union county line wtil curving north into Essex County just east of the 


Newark-Irvington municipal line, 


In Essex County, the approved alignment curves east again across Clinton Place 
and then runs between Nye Avenue and Lyons Avenue to cross Elizabeth Avenue, 
the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and Route 27. From there, it parallels existing 
Routes 22 and 1-9 to the Turnpike, 


Interstate Route 78, part of the 4)1,000-mile national defense highway systen, 
eventually will extend from the Holland Tunnel across the State to Phillipsburg 


on the Delaware River opposite Easton, Pennsylvania, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE TUESDAY P.M. 1961 
NOVEMBER 28 ROUTE 36 ~ COMPLETION 


Monmouth County 


Trenton, Nov. 28 = The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced a 
newly dualized portion of Route 36 in Eatontown and West Long Branch, Monmouth 


County, will be finished this week. 


Remaining work consists of minor construction, landscaping and general clean-up 


along the 2.) mile section between the Route 35 circle and Victor Avenue. 


The $380,000 project is part of the Department's master plan to gear the State 


highway system for 1975 traffic volumes. 


This year, 5.4 miles of State highways in Monmouth County have been dualized at 

a cost of $830,000, and work on another 2.7 miles is due to start soon. An 
eight-mile dualization project, allocated $1.5 million, is almost ready for bids, 
and a public hearing on dualizing another 9,3 miles, for which $1.5 million already 


has been allocated, will be held next month, 


These improvements, along with other future modernization projects, will fit into 
the final network to be made up when the Route 18 Freeway is extended east from 
the Middlesex-Monmouth County line to the Eatontown circle, and the future 


Route 35 Freeway joins the Garden State Parkway spur near the circle, 


The Department has supplemented a previous allocation by allocating $2 million 
in the current construction program to buy the land needed for the 10-mile North- 


South Freeway construction. 
(more) 
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ROUTE 36 — COMPIE TION 
Monmouth County 


North from the Eatontown circle a $225 , 000 project will start soon to dualize 
Route 35 to South Street. Farther north, a 1.9 mile section of the same highway 


was dualized last April at a cost of $450,000. 


The first step for modernizing another section of Route 36, the 9.3 miles 
detween Keyport and Atlantic Highlands, will be accomplished December 21 when 


a hearing will be held on the Department's dualization plans, 


In the southern part of the County, 1.2 miles of Route 33 between Collingwood 
circle and the Garden State Parkway will be dualized, Completion of this 
improvement will provide the resort area with a dual highway from the Collingwood 


overpass, through the Collingwood circle, into Neptune, about six miles, 


Another construction contract is being readied for dualizing Routes 3) and 35 
from Collingwood circle south to Brielle. An allocation of $1.5 million has 


been made for this project in the Department's current construction programs. 
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eee Cry PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


1961. 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 80 - BIDS 
BERGEN COUNTY 

Trenton, Nov. 22 - Poirier & McLane Corporation, of New York City, today 
submitted the low bid of $55119 937654 on a contract for constructing a mile- 


long section of Interstate Route 80 in Lodi, Rochelle Park and Saddle Brook, 


Bergen County. 


The new mile-long project covers construction from a point south of Senate 

Street in Saddle Brook, to Main Street in Rochelle Park, There it will meet 
another mile-long section of the Freeway now being constructed eastward past 
the Hackensack and Lodi Railrcad in Lodi. Work on this $3.5 million contract 


started in September and is scheduled for completion next fall, 


East of the Lodi project, work on the huge interchange for Route 17 and Route 80 
began in July. This 4.6 million project also is soneduled for completion 


next fall, 


Other bidders were: S. J, Groves and Sons, Woodbridge, $5,686,001.67; F. A. 
Canuso & Sons, Phila., $6,902,212 603 Johnson, Drake & Piper, New York City, 
$558,393.66; Conduit and Foundation Corp., Phila., %574,99).62: George M, 
Srewster and Son, Bogota, $6020,5914975 Mal-Bros Contractirg Co., West Caldwell, 
$5,893,666.47; Brookfield Construction Co., New York City, $6,051,263.78; 


Samuel Braen's Sons, Hawthorne, $6,010, 291.1. 


All bids will be reviewed by Federal and State officials before the contract 


is awarded, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


1961. 
MLOvMENT CENTER 
Newark. 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Nov. 17 - The New Jersey State Highway Department reported an excellent 
turnout yesterday at its Brmloyment Interview Center. Oviginally scheduled to 
open at 10 a.m. officials opened the doors at 9 a.m. to process a group of 


waiting applicants. 


The Center is interviewing applicants for 20 open jobs as highway construction 
inspectors for the Department. Staffing the Center are personnel officials from 


the Department Trenton headquarters, and field engineers from the Newark area, 


A visiting personnel official from Trenton said the purpose of the Center is to 
make it as easy and convenient as possible for interested construction men to 
apply, and get all the employment details, except a physical examination, cleared 


up in one visit. 


Austin Schenck, the Department's construction chief for North Jersey said the 
calibre of the applicants was "most encouraging", He said the great majority 
were mature men with the wide experience the Department needs to check on the 


State's multi-million dollar highway projects, 


Most of the 20 openings, Schenck added, are concentrated between Paterson and the 
George Washington Bridge, with others in Boonton. Other vacancies are in Sussex, 


Morris, Passaic, Bergen and Essex Counties, 


There is no age limit for the temporary positions, Schenck concluded - only 


good physical health. 


The Center will be open Friday until 8 p.m. and Saturday from noon to 6 p.m, in 
the Highway Building on Route 21 near Newark Airport. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 


ROUTE U.S. 206 - BIDS 
Sussex County, 


Trenton, Nov. 16 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today eccepted bids 
cn one Route 206 safety improvement project, and rejected the single bid sub- 


mitted on another, in Sussex County, 


The lowest of six bids accepted on a contract for adding an extra "creeper" 
lane to the uphill side of the highway in Byram Township, and a similar 
addition on another hill in Andover Borough, was $360,710.25, submitted by 


the Sappah Construction Company, of Montvale. 


Other bidders were: Frank Stamato & Co., Lodi, $379,370.65; Whippany Construction 
Company, Hanover, $384,198.95; C. H. Winans Company, Roselle, $391,689, 20; 

JF. Chapman & Son, Hillside, $23,83).41; Warren Paving Company, Stewartsville, 
$LL7 5559.00. 


The other contract calls for improving Route 206 at Ross! Corner in Frankford 
Township. The lone bid submitted by the Delve Construction Company had to be 


turned down on a legal technicality. 


A. Highway Department spokesman said the contract would be advertised for com- 


petitive bids at a later date, 
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rete Bor TUR LTC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 


ROUTES 1 & 9 =» BIDS 
Newark and Elizabeth 


Trenton, Nove 15 ~ The Central Construction Co,, of Clark, today submitted 
the low bid of $39,189.00 on a New Jersey State Highway Department project 
for relieving congestion and improving safety at two points on U.S. Route 1& 9 


in Newark and Elizabeth, 


The contract calls for constructing transfer lanes between the highway's two 
southbound roadways. in both cities so that truck and auto traffic can move 


safely between the outer local roadway, and the inner, express roadway. 


The cross-over movements will take southbound Route 1 through-traffic around 
the Route 22 turn-off in Newark, and re-route trucks to the proper lane in 


Elizabeth, 


Construction costs of the cross-over lanes will be paid entirely by New 
Jersey. All bids for the contract will be reviewed by Highway engineers 


before it is awarded, 


Other bidders were: Winans Contracting Company, Linden, $39,2)5.50; Robert 
Bossert & Company, Newark, $40,555.55; Standard Bitulithic Company, Newark, 
$45,195.21. 
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Peery PUBLIC. INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE awe DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


1961 
NJ. ROUTE 33 ~ BIDS 
Monmouth County. 


Trenton, Nov. 15 - A $256,141.45 bid by Fred McDowell, Inc., of Neptune, was 
the lowest of three received by the New Jersey State Highway Department today 
for modernizing 1,2 miles of N.J. Route 33 in Wall Township and New Shrewsbury 


Borough, Monmouth County. 


Other bidders were: Manzo Contracting Company, Matawan, $266,266.60; Michacl J. 


Stavola, Inc., Red Bank, $266,311,15. 


Between the Garden State Parkway and the Route 3); (Collingwood) traffic circle, 
Route 33 is a two-lane concrete road congested by traffic volumes that reach 
summer peaks of 10,000 cars a day, The congestion is intensified by traifie 
from the dualized portion of Routes 33 and 3h west of the Collingwood Circle, 


moving onto the narrow section, 


Construction plans call for widening the present 20-foot wide highway to 52 feet 
by adding 16 feet on each side of it. The entire four-lane roadway will then 
be resurfaced with bituminous concrete, and a jughandle ccnstructed at Wyckoff- 


Shafto Road, 


The Department estimates 90 working days will be needed to complete the State- 


financed project. 
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Pec ror UR Lie INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


1961. 
GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE = BIDS 
Glassboro, Gloucester County. 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Nov. 15 = The lowest bid received today by the New Jersey State 
Highway Department on a contract for enlarging the Glassboro State College 
parking lot in Gloucester County was $34,301.28 submitted by Rudolf Meckel & 


Son, of Vineland, 


The new portion, also to be constructed of bituminous concrete, will add 
15,000 square yards to the parking area, and about double its present capacity 
of about 250 cars. When completed, the entire parking area will be about 


900 feet long and 300 feet wide, 


The Department has scheduled 30 working days to complete the addition. All 
bids will be reviewed by State Highway engineers before the contract is 


awarded, 


Other bidders were: Delco Construction Company, Hammonton, $3,321.29; Paz 
Brothers Construction Company, Bridgeport, $39,199.20; South Jersey Construction 


Company, Riverside, $39,96.38; Ole Hansen & Sons, Pleasantville, $7,01.2h. 
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Pee Or Public INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE WEDNESDAY P.M. 1961 
NOVEMBER 15 Employment Interview Center 
Newark 


Trenton, Nov. 15 - State Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer today 
announced another Employment Interview Center will be open Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday to take applications for twenty highway construction inspector 


jobs in five north Jersey Counties, 


Men with building or highway construction experience are needed to check on 
projects in Englewood, Leonia, Ridgefield Park, Hackensack and Paterson in 
Bergen and Passaic Counties; Netcong and Boonton in Morris County; also 

on other State Highway projects in Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen and Essex 


Counties. 


All qualified men interested in the jobs are invited to come to the Employment 
Interview Center between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. Thursday and Friday and betweeri nocn and 
6 pem. on Saturday in the Highway Department Building just off Route 21 near 


the Newark Airport. The office can be reached via the Route 1-9-22-21 interchange. 


Of the 75 men who filed applications at the first Employment Center last 


September, 12 were hired.on the spot and another 12 hired within 10 days. 


Commissioner Palmer, in announcing the three-day employment interview schedule 
stated, "We need men who will maintain the State's and the Federal government's 
interest above every other consideration in their inspection and supervision 
of construction of our highways. To get the best available men we are going 
to them instead of waiting for them to come to use" 


(more ) 
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1961 
Employment Interview Center 
Newark 
The Department's Director of Personnel said that men applying for the jobs 
should be qualified to inspect and pass on excavations; grading and filling 
operations; construction of drainage systems and setting of forms; supervising 
the mixing, pouring, spreading and rolling of gravel, macadam, bituminous 
concrete and portland cement concrete pavements. Also checking the qantity 


and quality of materials, making field tests, and keeping records. 


The head of the Trenton contingent of the Employment Center staff cautioned 
interested men to review their qualifications carefully. He said that many 
men who came to the Employment Center in September were factory and production 


line inspectors who couldn't meet the qualifications. 


It was also remarked that the job gives men with the equivalent of a high 
school education an excellent opportunity to survey highway construction and 
the Highway Department as a career, at a salary of $h,309, plus vacation and 
sick benefits. The temporary highway inspector's position is an excellent 
basic training course for those who want to move into the Highway Department 


as permanent employees. 


The Highway Department's construction chief for northern New Jersey, District 
Engineer Austin Schenck will be on hand to answer questions. "Visit the 
Center on your way home;' Schenck said, "and don't worry about coming in 


your work clothes." 
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